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Abstract 
This study aims at identifying the relation between politicization and Liberal Studies 
by collecting the opinions from teachers and students. Through understanding the 
definition of politicization, the curriculum of Liberal Studies as well as the teaching 
and learning of this subject, a proper analysis of concerning the impacts of studying 
Liberal Studies to student’s political awareness and participations can be reached.  
 
In the research, three teachers and twenty eight students were invited to participate into 
the individual interviews and questionnaire survey for collecting their views towards 
the politicization in Liberal Studies. By collecting their background information and 
opinions towards learning, teaching as well as the uses of teaching materials in the 
lessons, a full and diversified investigation is able to be incorporated in the study.  
 
This study points out that there are many factors which are able to affect an individual’s 
goals and values of the politics and the school’s curriculum such as Liberal Studies is 
just one of them. Despite it can enhance student’s social and political awareness, there 
are no any motivation in this subject to encourage students to join into any political 
movements in society. Thus, it is concluded that whether the politicization happens or 
not in Liberal Studies actually depends on the focuses in the definition of politicization.  
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Chapter 1: Introduction 
 
1.1 Background of Study and Research focuses  
 
Liberal Studies has been officially launched as one of core subjects in the senior 
secondary curriculum by the Education Bureau since 2009. The subject has long caused 
a heat discussion in the local context. Recently, the Education Bureau has implemented 
the second review of the Liberal Studies curriculum which aims at improving the 
subject structure for achieving a better teaching and learning. 
 
In October last year, some people including the Legislative Council members said that 
there can be too many politic-related issues to be dealt with in the Liberal Studies 
curriculum which might encourage the students to participate in the social and political 
movements (Lau, 2014). In view of this, there are voices suggested that the government 
should trim the politics-related modules to make a more balance proportion of different 
modules included in this curriculum. This suggestion, on the other hand, causes a strong 
opposition from some teacher unions such as Hong Kong Professional Teachers’ Union 
and Hong Kong Liberal Studies Teacher Association (Cheung, 2014). They argue that 
the current teaching and learning of the Liberal Studies are well balance in touching 
various modules. Also, some Liberal Studies teachers pointed that without taking a 
consideration of the political forces or implications behind, issues confronting the 
society can hardly be enquired. They criticized that people may not have a good 
understanding of the curriculum and its rationale for design. From this point of view, 
the suggestion of trimming the politics-related modules is thought as an ungrounded 
adjustment on the Liberal Studies. Therefore, to gain a better understanding of the issue 
and the arguments from different stakeholders as well as providing an objective and 
reasonable reflection of this subject, this study aims at: 
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 identifying what curriculum politicization is;  
 examining how the politics-related module(s) are taught and learnt in the Liberal 
Studies classrooms; 
 identifying and examining how the students social attitudes are shaped by studying 
Liberal Studies ; 
 identifying the relationship between the politicization and the Liberal Studies 
curriculum development and implementation.  
 
In respect to the politicization of school curriculum in Hong Kong, there have been 
numerous studies on political socialization that correlate education with political 
attitudes, behaviors, and knowledge. For example, there have been studies conducted 
by Bray (1997), Lee and Bray (1995), and Morris and Sweeting (1991) on education 
and colonial transition. The primary goal of all these studies is to explore the struggles 
within the whole school curriculum in relation to the ruling powers and the limitations 
of politicizing the school curriculum. In the studies, the rapid politicization of the school 
curriculum after 1984 Sino-British Joint Declaration Agreement such as the 
introduction of Civic Education and the General Studies in both primary and secondary 
school curriculum as well as the restructuring of Chinese History and the History 
subject are discussed which significantly show a clear change of the local curriculum 
in civic and political education. In addition, students becoming more politically active 
is mentioned in the Leung’s article which clearly explains the relation between the 
school’s curriculum and the change of student’s behaviors as well as attitudes towards 
politics in Hong Kong. (Leung, 2006) Also, Chan and Lee (2008) conducted a deep 
analysis towards people’s participation of local pro-democracy protests. This article 
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focuses on studying people’s thoughts and views in joining the related political 
demonstrations such as many Hong Kong citizens see protests as important means of 
public opinion expressions but they are not keen on participating into these activities. 
This article gives you more comprehensive information for understanding the situation 
of Hong Kong’s politicization.  
 
Nevertheless, there are few studies which investigated the relation between the 
politicization and the Liberal Studies curriculum in Hong Kong. People cannot find 
sufficient evidence to prove that whether the Liberal Studies subject can directly 
encourage the student’s participation of local political movement. In order to gain a 
better understanding about the role of the Liberal Studies subject in society, this 
research contributes to limited research in teaching and learning about the politic-
related contents of Liberal Studies subject in Hong Kong. The impacts of Liberal 
Studies upon student’s participation of political movement in Hong Kong can also be 
illuminated. Evidence can thus be shown to examine the politicization of the Liberal 
Studies curriculum. 
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1.2 Key Research Question: 
 
In order to clearly identify the politicization of Liberal Studies in Hong Kong, the 
research contains four main directions including teacher’s teaching, student’s political 
awareness, teaching materials as well as the setting of the Liberal Studies public 
examination paper.  
 
The key research question below guides the whole study: 
 To what extent, does politicization happen in Liberal Studies teaching and 
learning? 
 
To enable a full investigation of the above key research question, the following four 
aspects of concern are developed and followed by the corresponding sub-question:  
 
1. Teacher’s teaching: 
 
 How do the teachers handle the political issues in Liberal Studies lesson? 
 How do teachers perceive the topic of “Rule of Law and Socio-political 
Participation”? 
 
2. Student’s political awareness: 
 
 To what extent does the learning of Liberal Studies affect the social and political 
awareness as well as participation of the students?  
 
3. Teaching materials:  
 
 To what extent do the Liberal Studies teaching materials including the textbooks 
and some Internet resources maintain the political neutrality?  
 
 To what extent does the setting of the DSE Liberal Studies examination paper 
affect the students in expressing their political stance? 
 
 Is there any backwash effect upon student’s stance when they handle political 
relating issues / questions in the DSE Liberal Studies papers? 
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Chapter 2: Literature Review 
 
In this chapter, a review of literatures concerning about the curriculum of Liberal 
Studies as well as the situation of politicization in Hong Kong’s education is provided. 
Starting from the introduction of Liberal Studies, the objectives and the characteristics 
of this new core subject in senior secondary school curriculum are highlighted. In 
addition, for conducting a comprehensive analysis, the academic researches which 
focus on the definition of politicization, its current situation in Hong Kong’s education 
and the relation between Liberal Studies and politicization are also presented in this 
part to outline the analysis of this social phenomenon in Hong Kong.   
 
2.1 Introduction of Liberal Studies 
 
2.1.1 Aims of Liberal Studies 
Since 21st Century, the curriculum of Hong Kong’s education has long been undergoing 
a big change. In response to the needs of cross-curricular learning opportunity in 
secondary education, the 3-3-4 report conducted by the Education and Manpower 
Bureau (the former of Education Bureau) in 2005 pointed out that Liberal Studies would 
become one of the core subjects in new senior secondary curriculum (a total of 6 years 
in junior and senior secondary education followed by only one public examination 
before entering university) (EMB,2005). According to the Liberal Studies Curriculum 
and Assessment Guide published in 2007 (CDC & HKEAA, 2007), this subject actually 
aims at: 
 Increasing student’s understanding of themselves, their society, their nation, the 
human world and the physical environment; 
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 Giving student an opportunity to develop multiple perspectives on both common 
and contemporary issues in various contexts including cultural, social economic, 
political, technological contexts and so on; 
 Assisting students become independent thinkers so that they can build up their 
knowledge suitable to the changing personal and social circumstances.  
 Helping students to construct a range of skills for life-long learning such as critical 
thinking skills, creativity, problem solving skills, communication skills as well as 
the information technological skills; 
 Developing student’s appreciation and respect towards the diversity in cultures 
and views in a pluralistic society as well as the capability of handling the 
conflicting values; and  
 Developing student’s positive values and attitude towards their life, so that they 
can become informed and responsible citizens of society, the country and the 
world. (CDC & HKEAA, 2007, P.5) 
 
Figure 1: The role of Liberal Studies in the Senior Secondary Curriculum (CDC & HKEAA, 2007, P.3) 
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Figure 1 is extracted from the Liberal Studies curriculum guide which is a brief role 
description of this subject in the Senior Secondary Curriculum. (CDC & HKEAA, 2007) 
This figure clearly shows that Liberal Studies is actually taking a role of providing a 
platform for the students and require them to make use of the skills and knowledge 
learnt from other subjects such as Chinese Language, English Language, other learning 
experience and etc. to study the contemporary issues. For example, based on the 
marking rubrics from the Hong Kong Examination and Assessment Authority 
(HKEAA), a top grade candidate in Liberal Studies is needed to show his/her clear and 
organized presentation of own opinions with providing logical arguments and sufficient 
evidences to support his/her stance in the answers (HKEAA, 2009). Thus, under such 
subject design, Liberal Studies is an interdisciplinary subject which enable students to 
make connections across different skills and knowledge learnt from different fields to 
expand their perspectives of realization through the learning of various issues.  
 
2.1.2 Curriculum of Liberal Studies  
To ensuring that the teaching content is diversified enough for the students to 
understand more about different aspects of their living world, Liberal Studies consists 
of three main areas of study including “Self and Personal Development”, “Society and 
Culture” and “Science, Technology and the Environment”. All these three aspects are 
actually designed to improve students’ concerns about more on the human condition as 
well as the contemporary world. In addition, students are also required to do a project 
which is called Independent Enquiry Study (IES) within three years study of this subject. 
This arrangement actually aims at helping students to further integrate the knowledge 
learnt from those areas of study and facilitating student’s development in independent 
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learning as well as the generic skills of collaboration through doing the research and 
the presentations at the end. (CDC & HKEAA, 2007, P.11) The framework of 
curriculum can be clearly shown in the following figure: 
 
Areas of Study Independent Enquiry Study (IES) 
Self & Personal Development  
 Module 1: Personal Development &   
Interpersonal Relationships  
 
Students are required to conduct an IES 
making use of the knowledge and 
perspectives gained from the three Areas 
of Study and extending them to new 
issues or contexts. To help students 
develop their IES titles, the following 
are suggested: 
 Media 
 Education  
 Religion 
 Sports 
 Art 
 Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) 
Society & Culture  
 Module 2: Hong Kong Today 
 Module 3: Modern China 
 Module 4: Globalization 
 
Science, Technology & the 
Environment  
 Module 5: Public Health 
 Module 6: Energy Technology & 
the Environment 
 
Figure 2: Curriculum framework for Liberal Studies (CDC & HKEAA, 2007, P.11) 
 
Observed from Figure 2, Liberal Studies contains six modules namely (1) Personal 
Development and Interpersonal Relationship, (2) Hong Kong Today, (3) Modern China, 
(4) Globalization, (5) Public Health, (6) Energy Technology & the Environment under 
its three main areas of study which cover diversified aspects such as the analysis of self, 
society, nation, world as well as the discussion of the interaction between human and 
the nature for the students to learn and analyze. With supplementing the IES in the 
curriculum, it is believed that Liberal Studies not only enable students to understand 
more about themselves and living world, but also facilitate them in developing a 
number of life-long learning skills and becoming independent learners and responsible 
citizens.         
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2.2 Definition and the Conceptions of Politicization  
 
Thanks to the intense political arguments in Hong Kong, “Politicization” has already 
been a common word existed in many areas of local context such as the schools and 
media. In fact, according to the Oxford Dictionaries (2010), there are three main 
definitions towards the word of “Politicization”: 
 
 Causing an activity or event to become political in character.     
 Making someone to be more politically aware. 
 Engaging in or talking about politics 
 
From the above explanations, it shows that “politicization” is a process of letting 
somebody or something get closer to the politics. In addition, some scholars associated 
the definition of politicization with the political socialization (Leung, 2006). 
Traditionally, the understanding of this process focuses on the system level which 
stressed on the transmission of particular values and ideology to a person for supporting 
the political system of a polity (Marshall, 1998). However, in some recent research 
studies relating to politicization, individual’s learning and negotiating process are 
emphasized which provided a broader understanding of politics (Flanagan & Gallay, 
1995).  
 
Regarding to the analysis of politicization, some scholars pointed out that there are 
various contextual factors that are able to affect the political development of a student. 
(Yates & Youniss, 1998) Importantly, the political socialization model (Shown in 
Figure 3) adopted by the IEA Civic Education study clearly demonstrates the 
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interactions among students and different factors of politicization (Torney-Purta et al., 
1999):  
     
Figure 3: The political socialization model (Torney-Purta et al., 1999, P.18) 
 
 
From this model, it is observed that the individual student is in the center of octagon 
who is surrounded by a number of public discourses such as goals, values. These 
discourses affect the individual through different carriers and agents, namely the family, 
peer groups, formal community, informal community and school. Besides, at the outer 
octagon, there is macro-system which is consisted of institutions, process and values of 
politics, economics, education and religion, the country’s international position, the 
social stratification and symbols and narratives in national and local communities to 
regulate the interactions among the individuals and the agents. Thus, based on the 
model, it is asserted that the process of politicization actually means the whole political 
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environment in society influence the individual’s goals and values of politics through 
various carriers or agents.     
2.3 Politicization in Hong Kong’s Education  
Education has long been viewed as one of the fundamental forces in affecting people’s 
political socialization (Chan et al., 2002). With the sovereignty transfer of Hong Kong 
from Britain to China, the role of education in such social-political transition has long 
been a heat discussion in the local context. Since the signing of Sino-British Joint 
Declaration in 1984, Hong Kong’s education has experienced a rapid politicization (Ho, 
2007). This phenomenon not only happened in the curriculum, but also existed in 
teacher’s and student’s sensitivity toward the politics.  
 
2.3.1 Politicization in Hong Kong’s Curriculum 
Rapid politicization has been observed in local education since 1984. Before 1980s, 
political activities were not allowed to conduct in Hong Kong schools. However, after 
the Sino-British Joint Declaration was published in 1984, the situation was changed. 
The politics has not been strange in Hong Kong’s curriculum since that period of time. 
One of the obvious transformation was the introduction of Civic Education in 1985. In 
fact, this subject aimed at developing student’s citizenship. Also, some teaching topics 
at that time such as “Sense of national identity and belonging”, “Love for the nation 
and pride in being Chinese” and “Respect Chinese culture and tradition” were viewed 
as the support towards the sovereignty return of Hong Kong in 1997 (Curriculum 
Development Committee, 1985). Besides, other dimensions including the rule of law, 
democracy, fairness and justice, and critical thinking were covered in the syllabus 
which enabled students to realize more about the social politics.  
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Apart from the Civic education, the Chinese History curriculum was reformed after the 
signing of the Sino-British Joint Declaration. Actually, this subject was firstly 
introduced in 1950s. Initially, the Chinese History syllabus in secondary school 
education only included the content up to 1949 of Chinese development. Until 1988, 
the content was extended and covered the history of China to 1970 which gave students 
a more politicalized historical framework for them to understand the ancient and recent 
development of China as well as importantly, let them to familiarize with the political 
difference between China and Hong Kong at that time (Bray, 1997).  
 
In addition to the Civic Education and Chinese History, other social subjects which aim 
at enriching student’s realization on the politics and society in both primary and 
secondary education were set up. In primary education, General Studies was 
commenced in 1996 which has comprised a series of political topics about Hong Kong, 
China and the world (Cheung & Leung, 1998). While in secondary education, 
Government Public Affairs (GPA) was introduced in 1988 which stressed on teaching 
the concepts of Western democracy and the politics of China. Also, in 1992, Liberal 
Studies was first introduced in the A-Level supplementary curriculum for promoting 
the political consciousness to the students. The relation between this subject and 
politicization in Hong Kong’s education will be deeply discussed more in later part.  
 
To conclude, the reforms and changes of Hong Kong’s curriculum in both primary and 
secondary education after the signing of the Sino-British Joint Declaration in 1984 
greatly enrich student’s understanding on both China and Hong Kong’s politics which 
is a mark of politicization begin in local education.     
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2.3.2 Politicization in Hong Kong’s Teachers and Students 
In contrast to today’s situation, Hong Kong teachers in the past were regarded as low 
sensitivity towards the politics (Ho, 2007). One possible reason was that teachers are 
lacking of the required skill and knowledge in teaching students some concepts and 
practices of politics. Around two decades ago, many teachers reflected that they were 
not comfortable in teaching political or civic education as they lacked suitable teaching 
resources and importantly, they had not received any trainings of teaching political 
topics (Fok, 1997). At that time, schools were not keen on opening some social subjects 
for the students. For example, by 1996 to 1997, only 20% and 10% local secondary 
schools adopted Social Studies and Liberal studies respectively (Morris & Chan, 1997). 
Nevertheless, this disadvantage of local teachers has been changed until Liberal Studies 
becomes one of the core subjects in the New Senior Secondary Education. The 
necessity of this subject actually let many teachers fail to escape from the politics in 
teaching. More discussions will be provided in the later part.  
 
Schooling has long been viewed as one of the most important agents on political 
socialization to students. Despite the opening of the social subjects such as Social 
Studies and Liberal Studies were not popular in the past, Civic Education has been quite 
effective in enriching student’s understanding on the politics. In fact, the high 
effectiveness of this subject are attributed to the usage of active pedagogies (Print, 
1999). For example, dramatization, role playing and group decision making are 
commonly observed in a Civic Education lesson. These activities actually create an 
open classroom culture which facilitates students to discuss controversial issues, 
express and exchange ideas as well as respect the differences among the classmates 
(Hahn, 2001). Moreover, experiential learning in Civic Education also contributes to 
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the high effectiveness of this subject. In fact, there are various opportunities for the 
students to experience the political participation such as student council and other forms 
of student’s government (Lai & Wu, 2003). Besides, students may also get a chance to 
join in some service learning programs such as acting as the resources providers in some 
non-government organizations to familiarize with different aspects of society. Thus, all 
these experience learning and services learning programs under Civic Education are 
believed to be favorable in fostering student’s personal, interpersonal and active 
citizenship development (Leung, 2003) Since these experiential learning activities 
require students to involve cognitively and emotionally in the politics which to a certain 
extent, encourages them to engage in a long-term political participation (Boehnke & 
Boehnke, 2005). Therefore, from the above analysis, it is believed that local students 
have gradually become more politically active through the Civic Education in school.                  
 
2.4 Liberal Studies and Politicization 
From 1992 when Liberal Studies was firstly introduced into the curriculum of A-Level 
supplementary subject to 2009 when it becomes one of the core subjects in the senior 
secondary education, this subject plays a vital role in motivating students to understand 
the contemporary world through acquiring the diversified knowledge and opportunities 
that may affect their learning, thinking and attitudes (HKEAA, 2005). In addition, 
Liberal Studies is also described as a subject which promotes political consciousness to 
the students (Ho, 2011).  
 
Suggested in the curriculum of NSS Liberal Studies, Module 2: Hong Kong Today has 
strong link with the local politics. Among the three themes of this learning module, 
Theme 2: Rule of law and social-political participation aims at enriching student’s 
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realizations on the rights and responsibilities in society as well as the social-political 
participation in local context (CDC & HKEAA, 2007, P.11).   
 
Figure 4: Theme 2: Rule of law and social-political participation (CDC & HKEAA, 2007, P.11) 
 
Figure 4 shows that the key enquiry question of this theme is “How do Hong Kong 
residents participate in political and social affairs and come to grips with rights 
and responsibilities with respect to the rule of law?” (CDC & HKEAA, 2007). Since 
the lessons about this theme are taught based on this key question and the 
supplementary sub-questions, students would have many opportunities in touching and 
discussing various political issues in relation to the social-political participation in 
Hong Kong during the lesson time. Thus, student’s social and political awareness are 
believed to increase through this subject (Lam, 2014).   
 
Some Legislative Council members pointed out that there are too many political 
contents in this subject which might encourage the students to participate into the 
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social-political movements such as the Umbrella Movement happened in last year (Lau, 
2014). They criticized that Liberal Studies made the students become too politically 
active who might not be able to objectively understand what was happening in society. 
Meanwhile, they also worried that the teachers might not be neutral enough in teaching 
the political issues during the lessons which might affect student’s political stances and 
motivate them to join into different political movements (Cheung, 2014). Besides, the 
teaching materials such as textbooks, other Internet sources used in the lessons as well 
as the DSE Liberal Studies papers were criticized as not politically neutral enough in 
guiding the students to realize the politics in society. Some scholars stated that the 
political activism was growing in Hong Kong, especially among many youngsters (Lam, 
2011). While some other considered this phenomenon was attributed to the introduction 
of Liberal Studies in the local secondary education and they believe that there should 
be a deduction in the political contents of Liberal Studies curriculum (Lau, 2014).  
 
2.5 Conclusion 
From the above review of literatures, it is concluded that political education has never 
stopped in Hong Kong’s curriculum. A number of subjects like General Studies in 
primary schools as well as Civic Education, Chinese History and Government Public 
Affairs in secondary schools which have been set up or reformed since the signing of 
the Sino-British Joint Declaration in 1984 are the marks of politicization begin in local 
education. All these subjects actually enrich student’s understandings on both China 
and Hong Kong’s politics. In addition, some people nowadays see Liberal Studies as 
an extension in further motivating students to take part into various political movements 
which may destroy the social stability. They think that this subject is playing a 
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significant role in making students to get closer to the politics. Thus, there are some 
voices in society which request the government to review Liberal Studies curriculum.       
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Chapter 3: Methodology 
 
In this Chapter, the research approach used in this study is provided and elaborated. 
This part is actually divided into various sections including the research design, 
participant’s introduction, data collection, research methods and the data analysis for 
explaining the steps as well as the process of data collection. All the methods mentioned 
in this chapter were actually conducted to realize teachers and student’s perceptions 
towards the politicization of Liberal Studies.   
 
3.1 Research Design 
In order to collect a set of comprehensive data, a mixed methodology, including both 
qualitative and quantitative research methods were adopted. The main reason of 
incorporating this kind of methodology was because there is no any single method of 
data collection that is sufficient to carry out the comprehensive information for the 
study (Denzin, 1978). Since each method can show a particular dimension of reality, 
the combination of both qualitative and quantitative research methods in the study can 
ensure the validity and reliability of the study’s result (Bouchard, 1976). In view of this, 
the qualitative methods such as individual interviews and documentary analysis as well 
as the quantitative method of questionnaire-based survey were used in this research for 
carrying out an accurate, logical and realizable analysis towards the politicization of 
Liberal Studies in Hong Kong.  
 
3.2 Participant’s Introduction 
The research was conducted in a co-educational secondary school. Before starting the 
data collection, a formal permission was obtained from the school principal (Appendix 
1). After that, with getting the consents of both students and their parents (Appendix 
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3&4), a class of Secondary 4 which was assigned by the school during my teaching 
practicum was invited to participate into the questionnaire-based survey of the study. 
Also, simple random sampling was used to draw three students from to join the 
individual interviews. These students included one boy and two girls who were around 
15 to 16 years old and have studied Liberal Studies for less than 1 year. Regarding the 
data collection from the teachers, with the obtained the consensus (Appendix 2), three 
Liberal Studies teachers agreed to participate the individual interviews of the study. All 
of them were female teachers who were around 30 to 40 years old and actually have 
taught Liberal Studies for over 5 years.         
 
3.3 Data Collection 
 
3.3.1 Individual Interviews  
Individual interviews were arranged for the invited students and teachers during March 
and April of 2015. To avoid any existence of strange feelings and making the 
presentations become easier especially for the students, all the interviews were 
conducted in school and used Cantonese as the medium of instruction. By creating such 
relieved and comfortable atmosphere, the interviewees can actually be free in 
expressing their opinions during the interviews which can facilitate them to talk more 
about their views and own thoughts (Bernard, 2011). Besides, since the interviews were 
semi-structured, the interviewees could have more space to explain and clarify their 
opinions which was favorable to obtaining some unique and important information for 
the research (Patton, 1980). There were 4 components of teacher’s questions which 
include background information, student’s learning, teacher’s teaching and the teaching 
materials of Liberal Studies lessons (Appendix 6). While there were 3 components of 
student’s questions which include background information, student’s learning and the 
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teaching materials of Liberal Studies lessons (Appendix 14). Through a series of 
questions set for the interviews, both the invited students and teachers were able to 
familiarize with the research topic as well as review their learning and teaching 
respectively towards the politicization in Liberal Studies. Thus, it shows that this 
qualitative method in data collection actually play an important role in the study.           
 
3.3.2 Questionnaire Survey 
Apart from the individual interviews, a questionnaire survey was used to collect the 
invited student’s views towards the politicization of Liberal Studies. One advantage of 
adopting this kind of research method was that it could collect a large amount of sample 
within a short period of time (Babbie, 2007). All the questionnaires were distributed to 
the students at the end of March, 2015 and most of the students only spent around 5 
minutes to finish the answers. Same as the individual interview questions, there are also 
4 components of questions on the questionnaire namely the background information, 
students’ learning, and teacher’s teaching and teaching materials of Liberal Studies 
lessons (Appendix 5) for widely collecting student’s general views towards the 
politicization of Liberal Studies. Meanwhile, five-point Likert scale (i.e. Strongly 
disagree, Disagree, Neutral, Agree, Strongly Agree) was used to assess the student’s 
answers which were easy in classifying their views during the research. Therefore, it 
reflects that this quantitative method in data collection provided more samples for the 
research which can improve the validity of the study.     
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3.4 Data Analysis 
Regarding to the first hand data collection of this study, as mentioned, it mainly comes 
from the individual interviews and questionnaire survey. To ensure a thorough and non-
biased analysis, different measures were used in these two research methods. 
 
For the individual interviews, since most of the questions revealed interviewee’s 
perceptions towards the politicization of Liberal Studies, the answers were actually 
based on the interviewees understanding to the questions themselves. Thus, in order to 
better analyze the opinions form the invited students and teachers, audio recordings 
were made during the interviews. Also, the interviews transcriptions were prepared for 
better tidying up the opinions as well as finding out the similarities and differences from 
various interviewees towards the same questions. Besides, relevant contents from the 
transcriptions were quoted for ensuring the reliability of the analysis. 
 
To the questionnaire survey, the data collected from the invited students to each 
question was presented in a pie chart for clearly showing the percentage of distribution 
in different opinions (i.e. Strongly disagree, Disagree, Neutral, Agree, Strongly Agree). 
For further examining the survey results, analysis was incorporated to find out the 
common pattern of the answers. Moreover, the percentages of reflecting various 
student’s opinions were quoted for supporting the elaborations pointed in the Findings 
and Discussion parts of the study.       
 
Thanks to the analytical measures used in interpreting the data, the information 
collected from the invited interviewees are clearly organized and presented which are 
vital in maintaining the validity of this whole research.         
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Chapter 4: Findings and Analysis 
 
In this chapter, findings of this study are presented. First of all, the results of student 
questionnaire survey are provided which shows the participated student’s views 
towards the politicization in Liberal Studies. Second, the information collected from 
the individual interviews is presented to show their opinions upon each question during 
the interviews. Importantly, the quotations of transcript are provided to support the 
major arguments and claims made by the interviewees.    
 
4.1 The Result of Student’s Questionnaire 
There are 8 questions covering the background information, student’s learning, and 
teacher’s teaching and teaching materials of Liberal Studies lessons in the questionnaire 
for the participated students to present their views. The table in Appendix 5 is the 
questionnaire for the invited students. The following pie-charts show the results of each 
question in different components of the questionnaire: 
 
A.  Background information 
 
 
Figure 5: Question of background information in the student questionnaire 
 
100%
0%
How many years have you studied in Liberal Studies?
Less than 1 year 1 year 2 years 3years 4years or above
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Regarding to the background information of all 28 invited students in participating into 
the questionnaire-based survey, they were actually Secondary 4 and it was the first year 
of studying Liberal Studies to them. Thus, the above pie-chart shows that 100% 
interviewees have studied in Liberal Studies for less than 1 year.      
 
B. Teacher’s teaching  
 
 
Figure 6: Question 1 of the student questionnaire 
 
 
To the frequency of discussing political issues during Liberal Studies lessons, 59% 
interviewees agreed that they were always discuss the related issues in the lessons. Also, 
15% students even strongly agreed with the above statement and 26% students were 
neutral. Since there were nobody chose other options to this question, it shows that most 
of interviewees thought that discussing political issues were common in Liberal Studies 
lessons.      
 
 
0%
26%
59%
15%
1. You always discuss political issues during Liberal 
Studies lessons.
Strongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree
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Figure 7: Question 2 of student questionnaire 
 
 
In respect to the teacher’s political neutrality in teaching political issues during Liberal 
Studies lessons, 52% interviewees agreed that the teachers could maintain their 
neutrality. Besides, 15% students even strongly agreed with the above statement. While 
there was 7% students disagreed that the teachers failed to ensure their political 
neutrality in teaching. Also, 26% students were neutral to the statement. Since there 
were no other opinions existed towards the statement, it reflected that most of the 
interviewees thought that the teachers could maintain their political neutrality when 
they teach political issues during the lessons.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
0%
7%
26%
52%
15%
2. Teachers can maintain their political neutrality in 
teaching political issues during lessons.
Strongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree
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C. Student’s learning 
 
 
Figure 8: Question 3 of student questionnaire 
 
 
Regarding to the influence of studying Liberal Studies in enhancing student’s social 
and political awareness and encourage them to participate into the social and political 
affairs, 46% students agreed that this subject could achieve. Also, 18% students even 
strongly agreed with this statement. On the other hand, 7% interviewees disagreed and 
meanwhile, 29% students were neutral towards the statement. Because of there were no 
any other opinions in this statement, it shows that most of the students thought that 
Liberal Studies could increase their social and political awareness and motivate them 
to join into the social and political affairs.  
 
 
 
 
0%
7%
29%
46%
18%
3. Studying Liberal Studies can enhance your social 
and political awareness as well as encourage you to 
participate into the social and political affairs.
Strongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree
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Figure 9: Question 4 of the student questionnaire 
 
 
To the impacts of studying Liberal Studies on changing student’s political stances, the 
proportions of different opinions were closer. For example, 38% students agreed and 
8% students strongly agreed with the statement. At the same time, 23% interviewees 
disagreed and there was 31% students were neutral to the statement. Since there were 
no any other opinions existed towards such statement, the pie-charts shows that 
relatively more students agreed that there was an influence from studying Liberal 
Studies in school to their political stance.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
0% 23%
31%
38%
8%
4. Studying Liberal Studies can directly influence your 
political stance.
Strongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree
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D. Teaching materials  
 
 
Figure 10: Question 5 of the student questionnaire 
 
 
In respect to the political neutrality of Liberal Studies textbooks, 41% students agreed 
that the contents were politically neutral and 7% students strongly agreed with this 
statement. Besides, 15% interviewees disagreed and importantly, there was 37% 
interviewees were neutral towards the political neutrality of Liberal Studies textbooks 
contents. Since no students chose “Strongly disagree” this time, the pie-chart reflected 
that most students thought that the current Liberal Studies textbooks were politically 
neutral in contents.   
 
 
 
 
0%
15%
37%
41%
7%
5. Liberal Studies textbooks content are politically 
neutral.
Strgongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree
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Figure 11: Question 6 of student questionnaire 
 
 
To the political neutrality of other teaching materials such as the Internet news, blogs, 
press commentary and etc., 45% students were neutral in considering the political 
neutrality of these materials. Also, 26% interviewees disagreed and 7% interviewees 
even strongly disagree with the statement. Meanwhile, only 22% students thought that 
these teaching materials were politically neutral. Since the opinions of being neutral 
was dominated among the students to this statement, it was difficult to draw a 
conclusion of the opinions in this part. 
 
  
7%
26%
45%
22%
0%
6. Other teaching materials such as news on the 
Internet, blogs, press commentary and etc. are 
political neutral in guiding students.
Strongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree
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Figure 12: Question 7 of the student questionnaire 
 
 
Referring to the political neutrality of the DSE Liberal Studies papers and the suggested 
marking scheme published by the HKEAA, the opinions in this part were quite 
diversified. For example, 59% students were neutral in considering the political 
neutrality of these documents. At the same time, 29% interviewees agreed the 
documents were politically neutral. Besides, the opinions of “Strongly agree”, 
“Strongly disagree” and “Disagree” were also 4% respectively in the proportion. 
Similar with the above case, since there were too many interviewees chose “Neutral” 
to this statement, it was also difficult to draw a conclusion in this part. This result was 
generated would be because all the invited students are the new learners of Liberal 
Studies who may be seldom to touch the public examination papers in the lessons. Thus, 
this statement was difficult for them to answer and most of them can only chose 
“Neutral”.    
    
4%
4%
59%
29%
4%
7. The DSE Liberal Studies papers as well as the 
suggested marking scheme published by the HKEAA 
are politically neutral enough.
Strongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree
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4.2 The Results of Individual Interviews 
In fact, the interviews were divided into two types, one was prepared for the teachers 
and the other was prepared for the students. 
 
4.2.1 The results of teacher’s interviews 
There were 11 questions asked during each interview which covered the teacher’s 
background information and their opinions towards teaching, student’s learning as well 
as the teaching materials used in Liberal Studies lessons. The question list used in the 
interviews is shown in the Appendix 6. 
 
In order to clearly present the interviewed teacher’s ideas, the key opinions of them 
from answering each question are properly organized and provided in the following 
part with the supports of transcript quotations: 
 
4.2.1.1 Background information 
 
Main idea 1: The interviewees have taught Liberal Studies for many years. 
 
In fact, all the teachers replied that they had taught Liberal Studies for five years or 
above which show that they are all the experienced teachers in Liberal Studies teaching 
(Refer to Appendix 7). 
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4.2.1.2Teacher’s teaching 
 
Main idea 1: Most Liberal Studies teachers are seldom to incorporate political 
issues in their teaching. 
 
Two interviewees thought that the local political issues were touched only when they 
teach the topic of Justice and Social Participation under the module of Hong Kong 
Today. They said that they always involved current affairs in the lessons but they might 
not be related to the politics. However, one interviewee disagreed and she thought that 
the curriculum of Liberal Studies actually contained various social and political issues. 
Thus, from her opinion, political issues were commonly talked in Liberal Studies 
lessons (Refer to Appendix 8).    
 
Main idea 2: Liberal Studies teachers always aim at providing sufficient resources 
and a free learning atmosphere in lessons for students to fully understand a certain 
political issue and eventually make judgments based on their own values.  
 
Regarding to maintaining the neutrality of teaching political issues during Liberal 
Studies lessons, all the interviewees agreed that the most important thing to teachers 
was to make sure the provision of diversified information was enough for the students 
to clearly realize the incidents. Meanwhile, the interviewees were seldom to share their 
personal opinions towards the political issues with the students for avoiding any 
negative influences happen in their judgment making (Refer to Appendix 9).   
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Main idea 3: Liberal Studies teachers regularly arrange school activities for 
students to familiarize with society but not directly encourage them to participate 
into social movements 
 
According to the opinions of the interviewees, for enriching student’s understanding 
towards various social and political issues, Liberal Studies teachers always arrange 
some activities including some talks and visits for the students to get more information 
towards a certain incident or aspect of society. However, the interviewees said that they 
had never brought students into any political movements such as some protests and 
demonstrations because of the concerns of safety and sensitiveness (Refer to Appendix 
10).  
4.2.1.3 Student’s learning 
Main idea 1: Learning Liberal Studies enhances student’s social and political 
awareness only but does not affect their political stances. 
 
From the interviewees, all of them agreed that Liberal Studies can increase the social 
and political awareness of students. Through the opportunities of discussing various 
social and political issues during lessons, students actually can realize more on the 
backgrounds as well as the potential impacts of the incidents to society. Thus, students 
are believed to be more familiar with the issues in society through Liberal Studies 
lessons which are favorable for them to make their judgements based on their own 
values. However, the teachers thought that this subject was not able to affect student’s 
political stances as there were different factors such as family backgrounds, school 
cultures, life experience and so on to affect the development of a person’s political 
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stance. They said that the influence from studying Liberal Studies in school was very 
minor which cannot reshape the political stances of students (Refer to Appendix 11).     
 
4.2.1.4 Teaching materials 
 
Main idea 1: The textbooks used in Liberal Studies lessons are more politically 
neutral than other Internet sources but the most important thing is to ensure 
diversity of information sources during the lessons.  
 
Most of Liberal Studies teachers thought that textbooks used in the lessons were more 
politically neutral than the Internet sources since they are always able to provide an 
objective analysis towards an issue with different perspectives for the students. While 
to the Internet sources, two interviewees said that the publishers always held particular 
stances in politics which affected the reliability of the information that they provided. 
Meanwhile, the teachers emphasized that no matter selecting textbooks or the Internet 
sources, providing different information from various sources was the most significant 
for the students to get a full picture in realizing an issue and then make a reasonable 
judgment (Refer to Appendix 12).  
 
Main idea 2: The DSE Liberal Studies exam papers and the suggested marking 
scheme published by the HKEAA are politically neutral enough for the students 
to decide their political stance in the answer. 
 
During the interviews, all the teachers agreed that in Liberal Studies examination, no 
matter what political stances that the students held, he or she could still get high marks 
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if his or her answers were organized, reasonable and convincing. They pointed out that 
the Liberal Studies exam papers do not aim at testing student’s political stances but is 
to assess their knowledge, organization and presentation skills in the answers. Students 
are free in presenting their stances when they answer the exam questions. Nevertheless, 
an interviewee said that most of the students actually based on their knowledge base 
and level of familiarity towards the issue to decide which political stance they should 
hold in the answers. The political stances that they shared in the answers may not be 
the same as their stances in reality (Refer to Appendix 13). 
 
4.2.2 The result of student’s interviews 
Totally, there were also 11 questions prepared for each interview which covered 
student’s background information and their opinions towards the learning as well as the 
teaching materials used in Liberal Studies lessons. The question list used in the 
interviews is shown in Appendix 14.  
 
In order to clearly present the interviewed student’s ideas, the key opinions of them 
from answering each question are properly organized and provided in the following 
part with the supports of transcript quotations: 
 
4.2.2.1 Background information 
 
Main idea 1: The interviewed students have learnt Liberal Studies for over a half 
year.  
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Since all the invited students in the interviews were in Secondary 4. They have actually 
started to learn Liberal Studies since Secondary 4, they were the new learners in this 
subject who could provide their first impressions towards the politicization in Liberal 
Studies (Refer to Appendix 15).  
 
4.2.2.2 Student’s learning 
 
Main idea 1: Teachers can maintain their politically neutrality in teaching and 
create an open environment and atmosphere for the students to express their views 
during Liberal Studies lessons.  
 
Most of the students agreed that Liberal Studies teachers were able to keep their 
neutrality in teaching politics in the lessons. They said that the teachers always asked 
them questions to encourage them to think in multiple perspectives and provide various 
information for them to realize a certain issue. However, one interviewee thought that 
the teachers could not maintain the politically neutrality of teaching she assumed that 
everyone should have their own political stance towards an issue which was inevitable 
to add some personal opinions in teaching. In spite of this, all the interviewees pointed 
out that the environment and atmosphere of the lessons were free for them to present 
their views and opinions. It shows that most students in general think that Liberal 
Studies teachers can maintain their political neutrality in teaching during the lessons 
(Refer to Appendix 16).  
 
Main idea 2: Learning Liberal Studies can enhance student’s social and political 
awareness. 
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In fact, many students view Liberal Studies as an opportunity for them to realize 
different social and political issues in senior secondary education. In learning Liberal 
Studies, the interviewees said that there were many chances for them to touch political 
affairs and develop their personal stance and judgment towards the politics. Importantly, 
the students agreed that through Liberal Studies, they became more interesting on 
concerning about the politics and other social affairs. For example, they have started to 
watch more news and read more newspaper during the leisure time to actively realize 
more about the outsides of the classrooms. Thus, it is believed that student’s 
understandings towards society is strengthened because of Liberal Studies (Refer to 
Appendix 17).  
 
Main idea 3: Studying Liberal Studies does not encourage students to participate 
into any political protests and social movements 
 
All the interviewees said that they had never jointed into any political demonstrations 
or social movements because of learning Liberal Studies. This was because although 
Liberal Studies can enhance their social and political awareness and let them concern 
more about their living society, they did not participate into any social movements 
without a sufficient understanding toward a certain incident. In general, students just 
stop at the level of discussing the issues in Liberal Studies lessons and it is not necessary 
for them to really take part into some protests for presenting their opinions. There are 
no any motivations for the student to directly engage into the politics in Liberal Studies. 
Therefore, it shows that Liberal Studies cannot motivate students to participate into the 
politics and other social movements in society (Refer to Appendix 18).  
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Main idea 4: Student’s political stance is not totally affected by the study of Liberal 
Studies. 
 
Despite Liberal Studies can enrich student’s understandings towards the politics by 
providing opportunities for them to realize the relevant issues and incidents in society 
in the lessons, the political stances of students are difficult to be changed by this subject. 
This is because a political stance of a student is also developed based on his/her personal 
values in making the judgment. The interviewees said that what the students learnt from 
Liberal Studies lessons were only the references for the students to consider which were 
not able to influence their political stances. Personal values and the level of familiarity 
towards various issues were even more powerful in affecting student’s stances of 
politics. Thus, it is believed that study of Liberal Studies cannot totally reshape 
student’s political stances (Refer to Appendix 19).    
 
4.2.2.3 Teaching materials 
 
Main idea 1: Some students think that the textbooks and other Internet sources 
used Liberal Studies teaching are politically neutral enough for them to realize a 
certain issue in society but some other students do not.  
 
According to the interviewees, one of them mentioned that both textbooks and the 
Internet sources were politically neutral as they were able to provide different opinions 
from various stakeholders of an issue for the students to analyze and make their 
judgments. While one interviewees disagreed, she thought that both textbooks and 
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Internet sources used in Liberal Studies could not maintain the political neutrality since 
they were all published by some authors who might have their own political stances in 
typing and organizing the information of their product’s contents. Beside, another 
interviewee said that the textbooks were better than the Internet sources in respect to 
the political neutrality because they can provide diversified opinions for the students to 
get a full picture of an issue while the Internet source always present a particular view 
to the students only. Therefore, it shows that students actually hold different views 
towards the political neutrality of the textbooks and the Internet sources used in Liberal 
Studies teaching (Refer to Appendix 20).  
 
Main idea 2: Most students think that the DES Liberal Studies paper are 
politically neutral enough for the students to freely decide their stances of the 
answers. 
 
From the interviews, two invited students agreed that the Liberal Studies paper were 
able to maintain the neutrality of politics. For example, one picture was intentionally 
adjusted in Liberal Studies questions book of 2014 DSE for showing the neutrality of 
politics in the HKEAA. Besides, the interviewees mentioned that the setting of the 
questions was suitable for the students to freely choose their own political stances in 
the answers because there were choices such as “agree” or “disagree” for them to 
present their own opinions. However, one interviewee thought that the papers were not 
neutral enough in the politics since she found that some political questions sometimes 
might not have the same number of points in two different stances which might hinder 
the student’s choice’s making in answering the questions. Also, someone pointed out 
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that the students may worry about their stances in the answers were different from the 
maker’s stances so they would get lower marks at the end (Refer to Appendix 21).  
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Chapter 5: Discussion 
With supporting by the academic literatures and the findings of the study, this chapter 
actually provides a deep analysis on the politicization of Liberal Studies. For 
conducting this part, the main ideas which are related to the key research question, “To 
what extent, does politicization happen in Liberal Studies teaching and learning?” and 
the other sub-questions listed in chapter 1 are fully discussed.  
 
To start with, according to the Oxford Dictionaries, the word “Politicization” is defined 
as the process of letting somebody or something get closer to the politics (2010). Thus, 
it is believed that politicization in Liberal Studies means this subject let both teachers 
and students get more opportunities in touching political issues in society inside and 
outside the classrooms. 
 
5.1 Politics in Liberal Studies curriculum 
In fact, politics actually occupies a part in the Liberal Studies curriculum but the 
proportion is not high. In teaching Module 2: Hong Kong Today, theme 2: Rule of Law 
and social-political participation, since this topic aims at enriching student’s realization 
on the rights and responsibilities in society as well as the social-political participation 
in local context, it is inevitable to talk about various political issues in the lessons (CDC 
& HKEAA, 2007). Thus, some people including Legislative Council members and 
other social parties criticized that Liberal Studies let student to be more political and 
motivate them to take part into various political movements due to its political teaching 
in the lessons (Lau, 2014). However, when we look at the curriculum and assessment 
guide of Liberal Studies, it is found that there are totally six modules with 12 teaching 
themes in the curriculum of this subject and importantly, “Rule of law and social-
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political participation” is just one of them (CDC & HKEAA, 2007). Also, from the 
interviews with some Liberal Studies teachers, they stressed that most of them were 
seldom to incorporate political issues in the lessons as the politics only occupy a part in 
Liberal Studies curriculum and they could not spend too much time on teaching students 
about a particular area of study. Therefore, based on the above evidences, it is believed 
that the politics or politics-related issues have not been the main contents of Liberal 
Studies.  
 
5.2 Political neutrality in teaching Liberal Studies  
In respect to the perception of handling political issues in lessons, Liberal Studies 
teachers are actually able to ensure the political neutrality of teaching. Some people in 
society, especially after the Umbrella Movement happened in last year, have blamed on 
the Liberal Studies teachers in schools that they were not neutral enough in teaching 
the political issues in the lessons who might encouraged the students to engage into 
various political movements in society. However, according to the findings of this study, 
this critic seems to be unreasonable: 
 
First of all, from the Liberal Studies teacher’s interviews, all the interviewees 
emphasized that the importance of providing diversified and sufficient information for 
the students to realize a certain social incident during the lesson time. They were seldom 
to share their political stances with the students and pointed out that the main objective 
to a Liberal Studies teacher was to facilitate the students to think in multiple 
perspectives and consider different factors before letting themselves to make their own 
judgments (Refer to Chapter 4.2.1.2, teacher’s teaching, main idea 2).  
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Meanwhile, under such philosophy of teaching in Liberal Studies lessons, most of 
students also agreed that their teachers were able maintain their neutrality when they 
taught political issues during the lessons. For example, in the questionnaire-based 
survey, 67% invited students agreed or strongly agreed with the teachers can maintain 
their neutrality in teaching political issues during the lessons (Refer to Chapter 4.1, the 
result of student’s questionnaire). Furthermore, the students who participated in the 
individual interviews of the study also stated that the Liberal Studies teachers were 
politically neutral in teaching and always encouraged them to think wieldy and 
critically (Refer to Chapter 4.2.2.2, main idea 1). Thus, based on those teacher’s and 
student’s reflections in the individual interviews as well as the questionnaire survey, it 
shows that Liberal Studies teachers are able to ensure their neutrality when they teach 
political issues in the lessons.                          
 
5.3 Social-political and participation awareness of students 
In the political socialization model adopted by the IEA Civic Education study, how the 
individual student interact with different factors of politicization is shown (Torney-
Purta et al., 1999):  
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Figure 3: The political socialization model (Torney-Purta et al., 1999) 
 
Form this model, mentioned in Chapter 2.2, it is observed that the individual student’s 
goals and values of politics is affected by the whole political environment through a 
number of carriers and agents. Significantly, education in school has long been viewed 
as one of the fundamental forces in affecting people’s political socialization (Chan et 
al., 2002). That means the student’s awareness as well as the understanding towards the 
politics are partly affected by the school’s curriculum and teaching. Thus, it is believed 
that although the proportion of politics in Liberal Studies curriculum is not so high, 
thanks to the aims and objectives of this subject, student’s social and political awareness 
is influenced by Liberal Studies.  
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According to the individual interviews and questionnaire survey, student’s social and 
political awareness is increased through Liberal Studies. First of all, from the interviews 
with the Liberal Studies teachers, all the interviewees agreed that this subject can 
enhance student’s social and political awareness (Refer to Chapter 4.2.1.3, student’s 
learning, main idea 1). This is because students actually have chances to touch and 
discuss political issues during the lesson time. They can familiarize with various 
incidents happened in society through realizing the backgrounds as well as the potential 
impacts of them in studying Liberal Studies. Second, in the questionnaire survey, over 
60% participated students agreed or strongly agreed with that Liberal Studies could 
enhance their social and political awareness as well as their participations in different 
public affairs (Refer to Chapter 4.1, the result of student’s questionnaire). Pointed by 
the interviewed students, despite the participations are mainly stopped at the level of 
basic realization, because of Liberal Studies, they become more interesting on 
concerning about the politics and other social affairs (Refer to Chapter 4.2.2.2, student’s 
learning, main idea 2). Therefore, all these information prove that Liberal Studies can 
really increase student’s awareness towards social and political affairs in society.   
 
In addition, the increase in student’s awareness on social and political affairs has been 
viewed as the main factor in encouraging students to join into various political protests. 
After the Umbrella Movement happened in last year, some people in society attributed 
the high participation of youngsters in such incident to the conduction of Liberal Studies 
in schools (Lau, 2014). They claimed that the discussion of political issues in lessons 
might motivate the students to take part into different political demonstrations which 
destroy the social stability.    
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Nevertheless, the enhancement of student’s awareness to the social and political affairs 
does not mean that their actual participations of various social movements increase. In 
the political socialization model, apart from the element of school, it shows that there 
is a number of carriers and agents such as family, peer groups, formal community and 
informal community which affect the individual’s goal and values of the politics 
(Torney-Purta et al., 1999). Thus, the curriculum in school such as Liberal Studies may 
be just one of factors in influencing student’s political stances and actions. Moreover, 
from the opinions of Liberal Studies teachers in the interviews, they said that despite 
Liberal Studies gave the students more opportunities on touching political issues in the 
lessons, their political stances were not totally affected by this subject since other 
factors including family backgrounds, school cultures and personal life experiences 
were even more influential (Refer to Chapter 4.2.1.3, student’s learning, main idea 1). 
Meanwhile, they also pointed out that they had never brought students into any political 
movements due to the concerns of safety and sensitiveness (Refer to Chapter 4.2.1.2, 
teacher’s teaching, main idea 3).Besides, according to the questionnaire survey, there 
was around 46% invited students agreed or strongly agreed that studying Liberal 
Studies could directly influence their political stances (Refer to Chapter 4.1 the result 
of student’s questionnaire) as this subject at a certain extent actually enrich their 
understanding on the politics. Also, the students who participated in the interviews 
further explained that Liberal Studies is difficult to change student’s stances of politics 
since their personal values and the level of familiarity towards the issues were more 
powerful in determining their minds (Refer to Chapter 4.2.2.2, student’s learning, main 
idea 4). Significantly, all the interviewees in the student’s individual interviews stated 
that they had never joined into any social and political movements due to the study of 
Liberal Studies. They elaborated that most of students stop at the level of discussing 
46 
 
the political issues only and there were no any motivations for them to engage into any 
political movements in Liberal Studies (Refer to Chapter 4.2.2.2, student’s learning, 
main idea 3). Therefore, in views of the above opinions, it shows that Liberal Studies 
fail to encourage students to participate into the politics and other social movements in 
society.  
       
5.4 Teaching materials  
In respect to the teaching materials used in Liberal Studies such as textbooks and other 
sources come from the Internet, some people worried about these documents were not 
politically neutral enough in guiding students to realize different issues happened in 
society, especially to some incidents which are related to the politics (Lau, 2014). 
Actually, this worry is reasonable as the sources of teaching materials in Liberal Studies 
are much diversified which include some news articles, video clips, commentaries as 
well as the pictures directly collected form the Internet. In contrast to the textbooks, all 
these materials are published by particular organizations and individuals who may have 
certain stances in the politics. Thus, the people worried that these materials used in 
Liberal Studies lessons might mislead the students to blindly believe a certain value of 
politics.    
 
However, based on the opinions reflected by the Liberal Studies teachers and students 
through the individual interviews and the questionnaire survey in this study, the above 
worry seems to be needless. According to the interviewees in the teacher’s interviews, 
they agreed that textbooks used in the lessons were more politically neutral than the 
Internet sources as they could provide an objective analysis towards an issue with 
different perspectives for the students (Refer to Chapter 4.2.1.4, teaching materials, 
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main idea 1). Similarly, in the student’s opinions, there were nearly 50% invited 
students agreed and strongly agreed with the Liberal Studies textbooks contents were 
politically neutral while only 22% of them agreed with other teaching materials such as 
the news on the Internet, blogs, press commentary and etc. were politically neutral in 
the guidance. Nevertheless, the interviewed students held multiple views towards the 
political neutrality of the textbooks and the Internet sources used in the lessons (Refer 
to Chapter 4.2.2.3, teaching materials, main idea 1). One of them thought that both 
textbooks and other Internet sources were politically neutral enough but another 
interviewee held an opposite view. Also, one interviewee thought that the textbooks 
were more politically neutral than other teaching materials. This interview result may 
be caused by the insufficient learning experience of touching various teaching materials 
of Liberal Studies so they were difficult to decide their own stances at that time. 
Although there were different opinions towards the political neutrality of teaching 
materials in Liberal Studies, the interviewed teachers emphasized that the political 
neutrality of teaching materials was minor but the most important thing was to ensure 
the provision of diversified information for the students to understand different aspects 
of an issue (Refer to Chapter 4.2.1.4, teaching materials, main idea 1). Therefore, with 
teacher’s proper selection on the materials for teaching, it is believed that students can 
still get a full and objective realization to a certain incident during the lessons.  
 
In addition, to the public examination of Liberal Studies, some people criticized that 
the question papers of this subject were not politically neutral enough which hindered 
students to freely present their own ideas in the answers. Also, they worried that there 
might be a backwash effect which means students intentionally choose a particular 
stance in the answers for getting a higher mark in the exams (Lau, 2014). Thus, it is 
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asserted that the setting of Liberal Studies question papers in the DSE is not appropriate 
for the students to freely share their political stances and own opinions in the answers.   
 
Nevertheless, the Liberal Studies teachers and students joined into the interviews and 
questionnaire survey of this study held a different view from the above critics. For 
example, the interviewed teachers agreed that the Liberal Studies exam aims at testing 
student’s knowledge, organization and presentation skills in the answers rather than the 
political stance of them. Thus, they stressed that if the student’s answers were organized, 
reasonable and convincing, regardless what political stances that the students held, they 
could still get the good grades in the exams (Refer to Chapter 4.2.1.4, teaching materials, 
main idea 2). Meanwhile, most students in the interviews stated that the setting of the 
DSE Liberal Studies question papers were neutral in politics for them to freely present 
their own political stances in the answers because they could have choices to the 
questions such as “agree” or “disagree” (Refer to Chapter 4.2.2.3, teaching materials, 
main idea 2). Significantly, the interviewed teachers pointed out that students actually 
always ignore their stances in reality but based on their own knowledge base and the 
level of familiarity towards the testing issues in deciding which political stance they 
should hold in the answers (Refer to Chapter 4.2.1.4, teaching materials, main idea 2). 
Thus, it shows that there is no any backwash effect happened among the students in the 
Liberal Studies exams. In views of the opinions collected from the interviews, it is 
proved that the setting of the DSE Liberal Studies questions papers are appropriate for 
the students to freely present their own ideas and opinions in the answers.             
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Chapter 6: Conclusion 
 
In this chapter, a summary of the present study is provided at the beginning. After that, 
for making this research to be more organized and comprehensive, limitations as well 
as the insights for the potential further study are also conducted in this section.  
 
6.1 Summary 
Regarding to the politicization of Liberal Studies, this study actually provides a deep 
analysis and discussion. Significantly, the word “Politicization” actually refers to a 
process of letting somebody or something get closer to the politics. However, a person 
in actuality gets closer to the politics can be attained by a number of ways such as 
realizing more about the politics through the schools lessons and directly taking part 
into the politics through joining some protests and social movements.  
 
Recently, Liberal Studies has long been described as a subject which promotes political 
consciousness to the students but in fact, it only stop at the level of discussion. 
Especially after the Umbrella Movement happened in last year, Liberal Studies was 
labeled as one of the main factors in encouraging students to actively participate into 
different political movements in society. Nevertheless, through the study of Liberal 
Studies, undoubtedly, student’s awareness as well as the understandings towards the 
social and political affairs in society are increased since they get more opportunities in 
touching various political issues during the lessons. More importantly, it is found that 
students have been able to learn different social issues in a Liberal Studies lesson which 
provides an open atmosphere for discussion and a neutral teaching in politics with 
offering diversified information for students to get a well and objective realization 
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towards the issues. However, all these elements are limited in the classrooms only and 
it is proved that there are no any motivations for the students to take part into any social 
and political movements in society because of the study in Liberal Studies.  
 
Therefore, from the above analysis, it is concluded that whether the politicization 
happen or not in Liberal Studies actually depends on different aspect: in respect to the 
enhancement of student’s awareness and the understanding towards the politics, 
politicization really happen in Liberal Studies; while regarding to the participation of 
political movements in society, since students are not motivated by this subject learning, 
politicization does not happen in Liberal Studies.    
 
6.2 Limitations of the research 
The present study actually collected rich data to examine the politicization of Liberal 
Studies in Hong Kong. Nevertheless, thanks to the inadequate time and resources, there 
is a number of limitations need to be considered in interpreting the result of this research.  
 
Firstly, the research was only conducted in a local co-educational subsidized school so 
the sample size of the study was relatively limited. In the data collection, this research 
just invited 3 Liberal Studies teachers and 28 students from the same school to engage 
into the individual interviews as well as the questionnaire survey. Thus, the result of 
this study may not be able to reflect the situations of other secondary schools in Hong 
Kong. 
 
Second, the research time was insufficient which limited the diversity of the 
methodology used in the study. In respect to the time spent on the data collection, all 
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the processes were done within around one month. Thus, apart from the initial 
interviews and the questionnaire survey, the researcher could not spend more time on 
using other methods such as lesson observation and checking on the teaching materials 
for collecting more data.   
     
Third, the backgrounds of participants of this research were not diversified. For 
example, regarding to the students engaged into the interviews and the questionnaire 
survey, all of them actually came from the same class who had similar learning 
experiences. Therefore, the opinions collected from the students were not wide enough. 
For strengthening the reliability of this research, it is believed that the researcher should 
incorporate other Forms of secondary school’s students such as Form 5 or even Form 
6 students to collect their views and opinions towards the topic since they are more 
mature and experienced in Liberal Studies learning.  
 
6.3 Insights for future research      
In fact, this research is a precursory study on addressing politicization of Liberal Studies. 
Towards the intense arguments on the politics in Hong Kong, especially after the 
Umbrella Movement happened in last year, the study actually provides a clear analysis 
to the relation between Liberal Studies and the student’s participation in the politics.  
 
Nowadays, there are many voices in society talking about the influences and the 
effectiveness of the Liberal Studies curriculum in order to make this subject to become 
more concentrated on motivating students on realizing the contemporary world rather 
than only concerning about the politics of local context. Meanwhile, some scholars also 
stated that the political activism was growing in Hong Kong, especially among the 
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youngsters. Therefore, it is suggested that the Educational Bureau is noteworthy to 
conduct a larger research to investigate the impacts of studying Liberal Studies to 
student’s political awareness and participation in different local secondary schools for 
replying to these social voices. In addition, all the data and opinions collected from this 
research will be very important to reviewing the role of Liberal Studies in the senior 
secondary education as well as the development of this subject in future.      
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Appendix 1: Research consent form (school principal) 
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 
Faculty of Education 
 
Dear Principal, 
 
The politicization of the Liberal Studies in Hong Kong 
 
As part of my B.Ed. degree, I am required to conduct a small-scale study of my teaching. 
The study will aim at identifying the relation between Liberal Studies and the 
politicization. This will involve the interviews with some Liberal Studies teachers and 
the randomly selected senior form students. Also, a questionnaire-based survey will be 
distributed to my senior class students for collecting their views towards the 
politicization of Liberal Studies. Significantly, both teacher and student interviews will 
last around half an hour while the duration of students doing the questionnaire will only 
last around 5 minutes. The project will start in mid-February and end in mid-April. All 
these interviews and related activities will be done in the school.     
 
According to the University’s policy on the ethical conduct of research, I am 
writing to ask your consent for these procedures. 
 
I will make sure that the information students provide to me will be treated with 
the utmost confidentiality and anonymity. Both teacher and student’s participations are 
voluntary. They have the right not to be included in my analysis, and if I find out that a 
student or teacher does not wish to be included, I will act according to that wish and 
not include him/her. They can also choose to withdraw from the study at any time 
without negative consequences. The audio-tape / video-tape recordings will be used in 
the interviews but all the participants will have the right to review and erase the entire 
or parts of the recordings. The information collected will only be used for the 
dissertation. All data collected will be entered into a folder and kept in my personal 
laptop with password protection. In addition, data encryption technology will be 
adopted to ensure the confidentiality of the information. They will be kept strictly 
confidential and used for research purpose only. All the collected data will be destroyed 
after the dissertation grade has been approved.  
 
If you understand the content described above and agree that your school will 
participate in this research, please sign below. Your help is very much appreciated. If 
concerns arise about this research, please feel free to contact me (tel. 67193841), or my 
supervisor Dr. Eva Suk Ying CHAN (tel. 93007116). If you have questions about your 
rights as a research participant, please contact the Human Research Ethics Committee 
for Non-Clinical Faculties, HKU (tel.2241-5267). 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ho Ka Kit, Ivan 
Bachelor of Education in Liberal Studies 
Faculty of Education 
The University of Hong Kong 
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Reply Slip 
 
Please tick  
 I agree to the procedures set out above to facilitate HO KA KIT to conduct the 
research project in my school.  
 I would not like the school to participate in the above project.  
 
Signed by:                      Date: 
 
Principal 
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Appendix 2: Research consent form (teacher) 
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 
Faculty of Education 
 
Dear teacher, 
 
The politicization of the Liberal Studies in Hong Kong 
 
As part of my B.Ed. degree, I am required to conduct a small-scale study of my teaching. 
The study will aim at identifying the relation between Liberal Studies and the 
politicization. This will involve the interviews with some Liberal Studies teachers 
which will last around half an hour. The project will start in mid-February and end in 
mid-April. All the data collections will be done in the school.     
 
According to the University’s policy on the ethical conduct of research, I am 
writing to ask your consent for these procedures. 
 
I will make sure that the information you provide to me will be treated with the 
utmost confidentiality and anonymity. Your participation is voluntary. You have the 
right not to be included in my analysis, and if I find out that you do not wish to be 
included, I will act according to your wish and not include your part. You can also 
choose to withdraw from the study at any time without negative consequences. The 
audio-tape / video-tape recordings will be used in the interviews but you will have the 
right to review and erase the entire or parts of the recordings. The information collected 
will only be used for the dissertation. You will not be identified by name in any report 
of the completed study if you do not wish. All data collected will be entered into a 
folder and kept in my personal laptop with password protection. In addition, data 
encryption technology will be adopted to ensure the confidentiality of the information. 
They will be kept strictly confidential and used for research purpose only. All the 
collected data will be destroyed after the dissertation grade has been approved.  
 
If you understand the content described above and agree to participate in this 
research as well as allow Ho Ka Kit to make use of the interview’s videos or audios for 
the research, please sign below. Your help is very much appreciated. If concerns arise 
about this research, please feel free to contact me (tel. 67193841), or my supervisor Dr. 
Eva Suk Ying CHAN (tel. 93007116). If you have questions about your rights as a 
research participant, please contact the Human Research Ethics Committee for Non-
Clinical Faculties, HKU (tel.2241-5267). 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ho Ka Kit, Ivan 
Bachelor of Education in Liberal Studies 
Faculty of Education 
The University of Hong Kong 
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Reply Slip 
 
Name of Teacher:           
 
 
I ** will / will not participate in the research. 
 
I ** agree / do not agree to the video-recording / audio-recording during the procedure.  
 
I ** wish / do not wish to be identified.  
 
(** Please delete as appropriate.) 
 
Signature:        
Date:         
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Appendix 3: Research consent form (student’s parents) 
 
Notice for Secondary School Parents 
 
Dear parents, 
 
Your child’s secondary school has agreed to participate in the “The politicization of Liberal Studies in 
Hong Kong” project conducted by the University of Hong Kong. Your child is asked to take part in this 
educational research and development project that aims to identify the relation between social politicization 
and Liberal Studies.  
 
This project will have the following benefits to the community: 
 
 Increasing people’s social awareness towards the role of Liberal Studies in school’s teaching and 
learning. 
 Replying various opinions from the public towards the issue of politicization of liberal Studies. 
 Providing an objective and reasonable reflection of Liberal Studies to the public. 
 
In order to assess the effectiveness of this project, students are invited to: 
 
 participate in an interview in school to provide their opinions on the politicization in Liberal 
Studies with audio/video recording. (For some selected students only)  
 complete a questionnaire in school for collecting their views towards the relation between 
student’s politicization and Liberal Studies.  
 allow Ho Ka Kit to make use of the lesson videos or audios for research 
 
The process of interview will last around half an hour while the duration of student doing the questionnaire 
will only last around 5 minutes. All data collected will be entered into a folder and kept in my personal laptop 
with password protection. In addition, data encryption technology will be adopted to ensure the 
confidentiality of the information. They will be kept strictly confidential and used for research purpose only. 
All the collected data will be destroyed after the dissertation grade has been approved.  Participation in this 
project is voluntary and your child can withdraw from the project at any time. No action on your part is 
required if you give consent for your child to participate in the study; however, if you do NOT wish to give 
consent, you are requested to make this known to the school. If you wish to obtain further information about 
the rights of participants in research, please contact the Human Research Ethics Committee for Non-Clinical 
Faculties, the University of Hong Kong (2241-5267). 
 
We would like to express our gratitude to your child for participating in this project. 
 
Thank you for your attention and support. 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Ho Ka Kit 
Bachelor of Education (Liberal Studies)  
The University of Hong Kong 
Telephone: 67193841 
Email: u3501087@hku.hk 
Supervisor: Dr. Chan Suk Ying, Eva 
The University of Hong Kong 
Email: evachan2@hku.hk 
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父母/監護人同意書 
敬啓者： 
 
 本人是香港大學教育學士（通識教育）四年級學生，將在貴子弟
中學進行一項關於『香港通識教育科政治化』的學術研究，對象為學
校高年級的學生。研究旨在探討香港學生政治化與學習通識教育科的
關係。是項研究將有助公眾更清楚地了解通識科對學生認識社會的影
響與及其在社會擔當的角色。 
 
 參與此研究的同學只需完成一份相關的問卷，而部分參與者亦會
獲邀出席一次訪問。填寫問卷大約只需 5分鐘，而訪問部分所需的時
間則大約為半小時，所有資料收集將會在學校進行。而訪問過程將會
被錄影或錄音， 所有參與者將有權檢視和刪除部分或全部相關片段。
如有參予者不同意被錄影，其影像亦會在鏡頭以外或其錄像會被模糊。
所有片段或錄音將會保全在本人的筆記本電腦並加密處理，並在本學
術研究的成績派發後全部銷毀。研究完成後，如有需要，本人亦非常
樂意向參與的學生講解研究的結果，與他們討論學習通識科對學生政
治化的影響，以加強他們對本科的認識。如閣下同意  貴子弟參與是
項研究，則無需進行任何動作。倘若閣下並不同意貴子弟參與是項研
究，請將意願告知學校。參與純屬自願性質，所收集的資料將會保密
及只作研究用途。希望閣下能對此研究給予支持，讓貴子弟參與其中。
如閣下對是項研究有任何查詢，請與研究員何家杰聯絡(電話：
67193841)。如閣下想知道更多有關研究參與者的權益，請聯絡香港
大學非臨床研究操守委員會(2241-5267)。 
 
 此致 
中學家長 
香港大學教育學士（通識教育）四年級學生 
 
何家杰謹啟 
二零一五年  月    日                                            
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Appendix 4: Research consent form (student) 
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 
Faculty of Education 
 
Dear student, 
 
The politicization of the Liberal Studies in Hong Kong 
 
As part of my B.Ed. degree, I am required to conduct a small-scale study of my teaching. 
The study will aim at identifying the relation between Liberal Studies and the 
politicization. This will involve the interviews with some selected senior form students. 
Also, a questionnaire-based survey will be distributed to you for collecting your views 
towards the politicization of Liberal Studies. The process of interview will last around 
half an hour while the duration of student doing the questionnaire will only last around 
5 minutes. The project will start in mid-February and end in mid-April. All these 
interviews and related activities will be done in the school.     
 
According to the University’s policy on the ethical conduct of research, I am 
writing to ask your consent for these procedures. 
 
I will make sure that the information you provide to me will be treated with the utmost 
confidentiality and anonymity. Your participation is voluntary. You have the right not 
to be included in my analysis, and if I find out that you do not wish to be included, I 
will act according to your wish and not include your part. You can also choose to 
withdraw from the study at any time without negative consequences. The audio-tape / 
video-tape recordings will be used in the interviews but you will have the right to review 
and erase the entire or parts of the recordings. The information collected will only be 
used for the dissertation. All data collected will be entered into a folder and kept in my 
personal laptop with password protection. In addition, data encryption technology will 
be adopted to ensure the confidentiality of the information. They will be kept strictly 
confidential and used for research purpose only. All the collected data will be destroyed 
after the dissertation grade has been approved.  
 
If you understand the content described above and agree to participate in this 
research as well as allow Ho Ka Kit to make use of the interview’s videos or audios for 
the research, please sign below. Your help is very much appreciated. If concerns arise 
about this research, please feel free to contact me (tel. 67193841), or my supervisor Dr. 
Eva Suk Ying CHAN (tel. 93007116). If you have questions about your rights as a 
research participant, please contact the Human Research Ethics Committee for Non-
Clinical Faculties, HKU (tel.2241-5267). 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ho Ka Kit, Ivan 
Bachelor of Education in Liberal Studies 
Faculty of Education 
The University of Hong Kong 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reply Slip 
 
Name of Student:           
 
I ** will / will not participate in the research. 
 
I ** agree / do not agree to the video-recording / audio-recording during the procedure.  
 
I ** wish / do not wish to be identified.  
 
(** Please delete as appropriate.) 
 
 
Signature:            
Date:             
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Appendix 5: Questionnaire for students  
 
Questionnaire of Student’s Perception towards Politicization in 
Liberal Studies 
 
 
 
Thank You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How many years have you studied in Liberal Studies? (Please circle your answer) 
Less than 1 year     1 year     2 years     3 years     4 years or above 
Questions Strongly 
disagree 
Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
agree 
1. You always discuss political issues during Liberal Studies 
lessons. 
     
2. Teachers can maintain their political neutrality in teaching 
political issues during lessons. 
 
     
3. Studying Liberal Studies can enhance your social and 
political awareness as well as encourage you to participate 
into the social and political affairs. 
     
4. Studying Liberal Studies can directly influence your political 
stance. 
     
5. Liberal Studies textbooks content are politically neutral.      
6. Other teaching materials such as news on the Internet, blogs, 
press commentary and etc. are political neutral in guiding 
students. 
     
7. The DSE Liberal Studies papers as well as the suggested 
marking scheme published by the HKEAA are politically 
neutral enough. 
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Appendix 6: Interview Question (Teacher) 
 
Interview Questions (Teachers) 
(A) Background: 
1. How many years you have taught in Liberal Studies? 
 
(B) Teacher’s teaching: 
2. Is it common to involve political issues in your Liberal Studies teaching? 
3. How do you balance the teaching of different modules suggested in the curriculum 
guide? Have you encounter any difficulty during the process? 
4. How can you describe the relation between the politics and Liberal Studies? 
5. How can you ensure the neutrality when you teach the political or relating issues 
in Liberal Studies lesson? 
6. Did you arrange any activities outsides school for enhancing student’s social and 
political participation under the curriculum requirement of Liberal Studies? Why 
or why not? 
7. Did you bring your students to engage in any political protests in Hong Kong for 
learning under Liberal Studies? Why or why not? 
 
(C) Feeling of student’s learning: 
8. Do you think studying Liberal Studies can influence student’s social and political 
awareness as well as participation? Why or why not? 
9. Do you think studying Liberal Studies can influence student’s political stance? 
Why or why not? 
 
(D) Feeling to teaching’s materials: 
10. Do you think the teaching materials of Liberal Studies such as the textbooks and 
the Internet sources are politically neutral enough to students in building up their 
political stance? Regarding to the political neutrality in contents, are the Liberal 
Studies textbooks same as the Internet sources? 
11. Do you think the DSE Liberal Studies papers as well as the suggested marking 
scheme published by the HKEAA are politically neutral enough? Is the setting of 
questions appropriate to allow students to decide their political stance freely?  
 
 
訪問問題 (教師) 
 
5 背景 
1. 請問你教授通識科有多長時間？ 
 
（B）教師教學 
2. 在你的通識教學裡，是否時常需要接觸及講授政治議題？ 
3. 你是如何平衡教授課程指引裡各通識單元的時間？在這過程中有遇過什麼困
難嗎？ 
4. 請問你會怎樣描述政治與通識的關係？ 
5. 在通識課堂裡講述政治或相關議題時，你是怎樣保持自身的中立性？ 
6. 在通識科課程的要求下，你有否曾經安排過用以提升學生社會及政治參與的
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校外活動？為什麼？ 
7. 你有否曾經帶領學生參與任何關於香港政治訴求的示威遊行？為什麼？ 
 
（C）對學生學習的感覺 
8. 你認為學習通識科能否影響學生的社會及政治意識及參與？ 為什麼？ 
9. 你認為學習通識科能否影響學生的政治立場？為什麼？ 
 
（D）對教材的感覺 
10. 在通識科的教材上，你認為教科書與及一些網上資料對於學生建立自己的政治立
場上是否有足夠的政治中立性?對於內容的政治中立上，通識課本是否與網上資料
相同？ 
11. 你認為由考評局所出版的通識科中學文憑試卷及其相關的評卷參考是否有足夠的
政治中立性？而其問題形式是否適合能讓學生自由決定在答題時的政治立場？ 
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Appendix 7: Transcript Quotation 1 
 
Transcript quotations:  
 
“5 years. This year is the fifth year in teaching Liberal Studies.” (Teacher A) 
  
“This year is the sixth year of teaching Liberal Studies to me.” (Teacher B) 
 
“7 years.” (Teacher C) 
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Appendix 8: Transcript quotation 2 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
 “……Liberal Studies itself actually contains various social and political issues…… it 
is common to touch political issues in Liberal Studies lessons.” (Teacher A) 
 
“……only touch this area in the topic of Justice and Social Participation in the module 
of Hong Kong Today…… it is not necessary to associate current affairs with 
politics”(Teacher B) 
 
 “……it is not common because we only teach the political issues in a part of the 
curriculum.” (Teacher C) 
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Appendix 9: Transcript quotation 3 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
“……teachers aim at encouraging the students to understand different opinions from 
various stakeholders……the key point is not on maintaining the neutrality, but is to try 
to facilitate students to consider different factors and opinions” (Teacher A) 
 
“……I always try my best to avoid sharing my personal stance with the students……. 
the key point is to provide both positive and negative opinions to the students for them 
to consider and eventually make their own judgments.” (Teacher B) 
 
“……encourage your students to change another angle in looking at the issue ……to 
care about whether they can receive a full picture of the issue and make a judgment 
based on their clear understanding towards the incident. (Teacher C) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
70 
 
Appendix 10: Transcript quotation 4 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
“……the school arranges a visit to the Legislative Council every year for the Form 4 
class to realize the operation of such government organization……I have never 
participated into any demonstrations with my students.” (Teacher A) 
 
“Regarding to the encouragement of student’s participation of some demonstrations, I 
have never done this before because it may need to involve some administrative 
procedures to protect student’s safety” (Teacher B) 
 
“……brought students to visit the Legislative Council and talked with the council 
members…… student’s safety has long been the main concern to us……we cannot 
organize the students to participate into the political protests.” (Teacher C) 
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Appendix 11: Transcript quotation 5 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
“I agree that Liberal Studies can obviously enhance student’s social and political 
awareness ……students are able to touch various social issues through the Liberal 
Studies lessons.” (Teacher A) 
 
“……enhancing student’s social and political awareness has long been an objective in 
Liberal Studies curriculum ……this subject is able to achieve in this goal……there is a 
basket of factors that would influence the political stance of a student.” (Teacher B) 
 
“I agree that Liberal Studies can influence student’s social and political 
awareness……the most important factor in shaping student’s political stance is the 
family education rather than impact from school.” (Teacher C) 
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Appendix 12: Transcript quotation 6 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
“……different information may contain different stances towards an issue, students 
have to compare and contrast the information through the Liberal Studies lessons for 
developing their own opinions.” (Teacher A) 
 
“……publishers try their best to maintain the political neutrality of their 
textbooks……they can always provide a full analysis with different perspectives to the 
students…… I think the Internet sources are relatively not neutral enough…….some 
sources of information such as House News actually hold a particular stance” (Teacher 
B)     
 
“……textbooks are much more neutral in politics because they are able to provide 
multiple perspectives……to the Internet sources, I think they always have a particular 
stance based on the political background of the sources and the authors…… main 
direction is to ensure the diversity in the sources of information.” (Teacher C) 
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Appendix 13: Transcript quotation 7 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
“……no matter what stance that a student held, he/she can still get the highest grade 
in the exam when the answer is organized, reasonable and convincing……their stance 
in answering the questions during the examination can be different from their real 
stance. Student’s political stance will not be affected by what they shared in the 
exam.”(Teacher A)       
 
“……the question paper published by the HKEAA does not aim at testing student’s 
political stance but is to assess student’s knowledge, organization as well as the 
presentation skills……when the students found that there are more points to present in 
answering the questions if they hold a particular stance during the exam, they will be 
very pleasure in choosing this stance to answer in order to get a higher mark.” 
(Teacher B) 
 
 “According to the HKEAA, it is claimed that the questions as well as the marking 
scheme are politically neutral enough for the students to decide their stances in the 
answers……some students may choose a stance which is different from their personal 
judgments in the exam for getting a higher mark.” (Teacher C) 
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Appendix 14: Interview Question (Student) 
 
Interview Questions (Students) 
(A) Background: 
1. How many years have you studied in Liberal Studies? 
 
(B) Student’s learning: 
2. Is it common to discuss political issues in Liberal Studies lessons? 
3. How do you feel when you have to learn some political issues during Liberal 
Studies lesson? 
4. When teachers teach political issues, do you think they can maintain their political 
neutrality and at the same time provide an open environment as well as the 
atmosphere for you to express your own view? Why or why not? 
5. Do you think the study of Liberal Studies can influence your social and political 
awareness as well as encouraging participation? Why or why not? 
6. Did you join any political protests in Hong Kong because of the study in Liberal 
Studies? Why or why not? 
7. Do you think the study of Liberal Studies can directly influence your political stance? 
Why or why not?  
8. How can you describe the relation between the politics and Liberal Studies? 
 
(C) Feeling to teaching’s materials: 
9. Do you think the teaching materials of Liberal Studies such as the textbooks and 
the Internet sources (Including news, blogs, press commentary and etc.) are 
politically neutral enough to you in building your political stance? Why or why not? 
Regarding the political neutrality in contents, are the Liberal Studies textbooks 
same as the Internet sources? 
10. Do you think the DSE Liberal Studies papers as well as the suggested marking 
scheme published by the HKEAA are politically neutral enough? Is the setting of 
questions appropriate to you in freely deciding your political stance? Why or why 
not? 
11. Did you intentionally hold on a particular political stance when answering some 
political issues questions in order to get a comparatively high mark in a test or exam?  
 
 
訪問問題 （學生） 
 
（A） 背景 
1. 請問你在通識科學習了有多長時間？ 
 
（B） 學生學習： 
2. 在通識課堂裡，是否會時常討論政治議題？ 
3. 在通識課堂裡，當你學習政治議題時，你會有什麼感覺？ 
4. 你認為教師在通識課堂裡講授政治議題時，能否保持政治中立並同時能提供
開放的環境及氣氛讓你表達自己的看法？為什麼？ 
5. 你認為學習通識科能否影響你就社會、政治上的意識及參與？ 為什麼？ 
6. 你曾否因為通識科的學習而參與過任何關於香港政治訴求的示威遊行？為什
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麼？ 
7. 你認為學習通識科能否直接影響你的政治立場？為什麼？ 
8. 請問你會怎樣描述政治與通識的關係？ 
 
(D) 對教材的感覺： 
9. 在通識科的教材上，你認為教科書與及一些網上資料（包括新聞、網址、報
刊評論等）對於你建立自己的政治立場上是否有足夠的政治中立性?為什麼？
對於內容的政治中立上，通識課本是否與網上資料相同？ 
10.你認為由考評局所出版的通識科中學文憑試及其相關評卷參考是否有足夠的
政治中立性？而其問題形式是否適合能讓你自由決定在答題時的政治立場？
為什麼？ 
11.你曾否在測驗及考試中故意持有一個特定的政治立場於作答一些政治議題的
題目以獲取較高的分數？ 
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Appendix 15: Transcript quotation 8 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
“Over a half year.” (Student A) 
 
“I have studied Liberal Studies around a half year. When I was in junior form, I did not 
touch this subject.” (Student B) 
   
“Nearly one year.” (Student C) 
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Appendix 16: Transcript quotation 9 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
“……teachers cannot maintain their neutrality in teaching because everyone should 
have their own stances towards different issues…… teachers can provide diversified 
information for me to understand more on the issue and give me enough space and time 
in sharping as well as discussing different views during the lessons.” (Student A)  
 
“……teachers always ask students questions and all these questions are not only 
related to a certain aspect. They encourage us to think in multiple perspectives.” 
(Student B) 
 
“……teachers always try their best to maintain their neutrality when they teach the 
political issues but sometimes students can identify the teacher’s stances of politics from 
what they said during the lessons. Also, I think the environment is quite opened because 
we can directly voice out our opinions in the lessons.” (Student C) 
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Appendix 17: Transcript quotation 10 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
“Without Liberal Studies, I think we may not have the opportunity in touching political 
issues under secondary education……because of Liberal Studies, I can develop my 
personal stance and judgment towards the politics” (Student A) 
 
“……after touching Liberal Studies in the senior secondary education, I become more 
aware on the current affairs and know more about my society.”(Student B) 
 
“……you can realize more on society as well as the politics thorough Liberal Studies. 
Thus, the social awareness of the students can be enhanced.” (Student C) 
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Appendix 18: Transcript quotation 11 
 
Transcript quotations:  
 
“……although I am learning in Liberal Studies, I cannot say that I have already been 
very familiar in Hong Kong politics. It is unreasonable to join the political protests 
based on insufficient realization on the issue.” (Student A) 
 
“……although Liberal Studies let me realize more on the politics in Hong Kong, there 
were no any intense argument during the lessons. Thus, there is no any motivation to 
us to join into political protests.” (Student B) 
 
“No, I didn’t as I am not interested on the politics.” (Student C) 
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Appendix 19: Transcript quotation 12 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
“Liberal Studies only highlights the problems of the politics but not forces the students 
to choose a certain stance on the related issue. We actually based on what we learnt 
from the lessons with our personal value to develop our stances and judgments towards 
the issues.”(Student A) 
 
“……the discussions in Liberal Studies lessons are mainly led by students themselves 
and the information as well as opinions shared by the teachers and classmates are only 
the reference for each student.” (Student B) 
 
“Since I am not interested in the politics and I think you have a political stance because 
you know much towards the issue initially. Thus, I don’t think Liberal Studies can 
influence student’s political stances.” (Student C) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
81 
 
Appendix 20: Transcript quotation 13 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
“……textbooks and the Internet sources cannot maintain their political 
neutrality……textbooks are similar to the Internet sources because both of them are 
published by humans and they always have their own political stances.”(Student A) 
 
“……both textbooks and the Internet sources can provide different opinions from 
stakeholders of an issue which can let us make judgment based on our own values and 
analysis.”(Student B) 
 
“the information provided from the Liberal Studies textbooks actually come from 
various Internet sources such as some news and pictures…… the textbooks can always 
provide different perspectives regarding to the issues while the news articles such as 
AM 730 newspaper and other Internet sources always have their own political stances 
in talking about a particular issue” (Student C) 
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Appendix 21: Transcript quotation 14 
 
Transcript quotations: 
 
 “I don’t think the papers are politically neutral enough because I found that most of 
the questions actually restrict your freedom in choosing your own stance in the answer. 
For example, there may be less points to present when you choose a particular stance 
in the answer.” (Student A) 
 
“……they are politically neutral enough and the setting is appropriate to us in deciding 
my political stance freely in the answer…… questions actually allow us to answer 
“agree” or “disagree” and then we can provide our reasons and evidence to support 
our stances.” (Student B) 
 
“……the papers are politically neutral enough in the DSE. In respect to the setting of 
the question, I think it is so free for the students to choose a stance in the 
answers……students may worry about their stances may not be the same as the 
markers…..” (Student C) 
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Appendix 22: Transcription of the interview with Teacher A  
 
This appendix presents the transcription of the interview with Teacher A in English 
 
Date: 25th March, 2015 
Time: 11:00a.m. 
Venue: School playground 
Participant: Teacher A and interviewer 
 
Interviewer: How many years you have taught in Liberal Studies? 
Teacher A: 5 years. This year is the fifth year in teaching Liberal Studies. 
 
Interviewer: In your Liberal Studies teaching, is it common to involve political issues 
during the lessons? 
Teacher A: Of course. This is because Liberal Studies itself actually contains various 
social and political issues for teaching students, no matter they are contemporary or not. 
Therefore, it is common to touch political issues in Liberal Studies lessons. 
 
Interviewer: Since there are different modules in Liberal Studies curriculum, I would 
like to know how you balance the teaching of these modules. Have you encounter any 
difficulties during this process?  
Teacher A: I think because Liberal Studies has been implemented for 5 years, the 
teachers now mainly depend on the public examination setting of this subject from the 
HKEAA to decide the distribution of time on teaching a particular module. Obviously, 
you can observe that the local issues are much more than the others, so the teachers 
always spend more time on teaching them. Besides, because Chinese issues are 
relatively strange to many Hong Kong students in general, teachers also spend more 
time on teaching the module of Modern China. 
 
Interviewer: As you mentioned, Liberal Studies is related to the politics so how can 
you describe the relation between the politics and Liberal Studies? 
Teacher A: I think our life cannot be separated from the politics. Each social issue can 
also be related to the politics. Since anything happened in society can be the teaching 
contents of Liberal Studies, I can say the similarity between Liberal Studies and politics 
is both society related.  
 
Interviewer: In your teaching, how can you ensure the neutrality when you teach the 
84 
 
political or relating issues in Liberal Studies lesson? It is because many people may 
worry about teacher might mislead the students in politics.  
Teacher A: Actually, I think it does not only exist in political issue, teachers aim at 
encouraging the students to understand different opinions from various stakeholders in 
all social issues. For example, they have to identify what are the reasons behind these 
opinions and try to assess the rationality of these reasons. Therefore, I think the key 
point in teaching Liberal Studies is not on maintaining the neutrality, but is to try to 
facilitate students to consider different factors and opinions in a social issue. 
 
Interviewer: Under the requirements of Liberal Studies curriculum, did you or the 
school arrange any activities outsides school for enhancing student’s social and political 
participation under the curriculum requirement of Liberal Studies?  
Teacher A: What activities outsides school are? 
Interview: These activities can be some visits such as visiting to the District Council 
election as well as the participations of some demonstrations and so on. 
Teacher A: In fact, the school arranges a visit to the Legislative Council every year for 
the Form 4 class to realize the operation of such government organization. Besides, few 
years ago, the school invited Professor Benny Tai to conduct a talk which was about 
the culture of justice in Hong Kong. All these activities aim at strengthening students 
understanding towards the justice of Hong Kong. However, I have never participated 
into any demonstrations with my students.  
 
Interviewer: Do you think studying Liberal Studies can influence student’s social and 
political awareness as well as participation?  
Teacher A: Actually, I think the main objective of setting up Liberal Studies is to widen 
student’s knowledge base and develop a curiosity towards society and themselves. First 
of all, I agree that Liberal Studies can obviously enhance student’s social and political 
awareness and the participation. Second, since the public examination includes politic 
question every year, it actually force all students, no matter they are active or passive 
towards Hong Kong politics, to identify and realize the political issues. Moreover, since 
the curriculum of Liberal Studies is wide enough, students are able to touch various 
social issues through the Liberal Studies lessons. Thus, I think it can help the students 
to understand that social issues are actually related to their daily life.  
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Interviewer: Do you think studying Liberal Studies can influence student’s political 
stance? 
Teacher A: By the way, I think studying Liberal Studies and student’s political stance 
are mutually influenced. I can use an example to explain. I taught Moral and National 
Education in two years ago. I found that many students had a poor impression towards 
the Mainland China. So at that time, some of them worried that the implementation of 
this subject would brain-wash their perception to the country. I can observe that this 
thought actually affect student’s attitude in learning different issues of China. For 
example, it is easy for them to point out some problems of China such as the corruption. 
However, when they learn some positive or achievements of China, they may see that 
these are only the glorification from the official documents. I think students are not able 
to identify the facts and opinions in accessing different information. Therefore, when I 
teach issues of Mainland China in the Liberal Studies lessons, I always stress on 
teaching the characteristics as well as the problems of this country to balance their 
perception. Nevertheless since there is a public examination in this subject, students 
always ignore their political stance and base on how many number of points that they 
know to answer the questions on the paper. 
 
Interviewer: As a Liberal Studies teacher, he/she always needs to make use of different 
teaching materials to conduct a lesson. Do you think the teaching materials of Liberal 
Studies such as the textbooks and the Internet sources are politically neutral enough to 
students in building up their political stance? Regarding to the political neutrality in 
contents, are the Liberal Studies textbooks same as the Internet sources? 
Teacher A: I seldom use textbook in teaching Liberal Studies. I think all the 
information provided in Liberal Studies lessons are used to help the students to develop 
their opinions. Importantly, students are based on their own value and knowledge to 
make their judgments. Also, since different information may contain different stance 
towards an issue, students have to compare and contrast the information through the 
Liberal Studies lessons for developing their own opinions. Thus, I think whether the 
political neutrality of Liberal Studies textbooks are similar with the Internet sources is 
not important because I think there is no absolute neutrality in the politics. What I 
emphasize now is whether the student’s opinions are reasonable or not.  
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Interviewer: Last question, since Liberal Studies is public examination subject, do you 
think the DSE Liberal Studies papers as well as the suggested marking scheme 
published by the HKEAA are politically neutral enough? Is the setting of questions 
appropriate to allow students to decide their political stance freely? 
Teacher A: I can use some examples to explain. In 2013, there was a question in the 
examination paper asked about whether filibustering destroyed the interest of Hong 
Kong citizens. In Liberal Studies, no matter what stance that a student held, he/she can 
still get the highest grade in the exam when the answer is organized, reasonable and 
convincing. Certainly, some students may find that holding a particular stance in 
answering the question is relatively easier for them to come up with multiple points in 
their answer. Thus, accompanying with a deeper understanding towards the public 
examination of this subject, despite students may have their personal stance towards 
this issue, they may know how to get a better result in organizing and presenting their 
answers even the answers are different form their own stances. The political stance of 
students is not so important. Thus, back to your question, I think there is no any problem 
in the setting of the DSE paper which hinder the students in sharing their opinions 
because their stance in answering the questions during the examination can be different 
from their real stance. Significantly, many students think that it is acceptable because 
they know they answer the questions is for getting marks in the exam. Student’s political 
stance will not be affected by what they shared in the exam.            
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Appendix 23: Transcription of the interview with Teacher B  
 
This appendix presents the transcription of the interview with Teacher B in English 
 
Date: 31-3-2015 
Time: 4:00p.m. 
Venue: School Staff room B 
Participant: Teacher B and interviewer 
     
Interviewer: How many years you have taught in Liberal Studies? 
Teacher B: I have taught Liberal Studies since the implementation of the New Senior 
Secondary Curriculum. This year is the sixth year of teaching Liberal Studies to me.  
 
Interviewer: In your teaching, is it common to involve political issues in Liberal 
Studies lessons? 
Teacher B: It depends on your definition of politics. If you are talking about Hong 
Kong’s politics, we only touch this area in the topic of Justice and Social Participation 
in the module of Hong Kong Today. However, I think it is not necessary to associate 
current affairs with politics because it depends on how you define politics. For example, 
some issues in the module of Globalization and Modern China are only the current 
affairs but may not be the part of politics. 
 
Interviewer: I would like to ask how do you balance the teaching of different modules 
suggested in the curriculum guide? Have you encounter any difficulty during the 
process? 
Teacher B: To be confessed, the distribution of time spent on teaching different 
modules actually depends on the amount of contents in each area. According to the 
curriculum guide, the contents in the modules of Hong Kong Today and the Modern 
China are relatively more than the other modules. Therefore, it is believed that we need 
to adjust the teaching schedule and spend more time on teaching these two modules. 
Regarding to the difficulties, I think the most obvious problem is the lack of the lesson 
time. This is because during these three years, we also need to spend time in teaching 
students to do the IES project and training their examination skill. Thus, we do not have 
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sufficient time in fully teaching the contents of all modules. 
 
Interviewer: how can you describe the relation between the politics and Liberal Studies? 
Teacher B: Again, it depends on how you define the word “Politics”. If you think that 
anything about government are belong to politics, I can say many topics and issues 
taught in Liberal Studies cannot be separated from government affairs. This is because 
in our daily life, government actually plays an important role of stakeholder in many 
social issues. Thus, it is inevitable to touch some issues which are related to the 
government during the Liberal Studies lessons. It is quite difficult to reply this question 
because it depends on the definition of politics.  
 
Interviewer: how can you ensure the neutrality when you teach the political or relating 
issues in Liberal Studies lesson? 
Teacher B: I think it is common to say that student’s stances are easily affected by 
teachers since there is an assertion in many student’s minds that what teacher said 
during the lessons is absolutely corrected. From my point of view, I always try my best 
to avoid sharing my personal stance with the students when I need to handle some 
political issues. Significantly, I think the key point in teaching political and 
controversial issues during the lessons is to provide both positive and negative opinions 
to the students for them to consider and eventually make their own judgments. 
Therefore, when I taught some social issues such as the universal suffrage as well as 
the Occupy Central Movement in the past, I seldom gave my personal opinions to the 
students. What I did was providing multiple information for the students to fully 
understand the issues and finally develop their own stances.  
 
Interviewer: did you arrange any activities outsides school for enhancing student’s 
social and political participation under the curriculum requirement of Liberal Studies?          
Teacher B: I think enhancing student’s social and political participation is not equal to 
encouraging the student’s direct participation of some social movements. Actually, I 
think there are many aspects in defining the enhancement of student’s social and 
political participation. For example, providing an opportunity for the students to realize 
the background of the issue during the lessons can also be viewed as the enhancement. 
Under Liberal Studies curriculum, what the teachers should do is to provide more and 
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more background information for the students to clearly understand what happened in 
the issues. Thus, during this process, students would be able to develop the critical as 
well as the multiple thinking skill. Regarding to the encouragement of student’s 
participation of some demonstrations, I have never done this before because many 
student’s parents may see a teacher’s encouragement as a school’s encouragement 
which may need to involve some administrative procedures to protect student’s safety. 
However, I think teachers can create a good atmosphere for encouraging the students 
to actively realize the issues. For example, in my school, we provide diversified 
opportunities every year such as visiting the Legislative Council, cultural preservation 
projects as well as the urban renewal projects for the students to familiarize with their 
society. All these activities I think can be viewed as the enhancements of student’s 
social and political participation because they can know more about their living society.  
 
Interviewer: does it mean that you have never brought your students to engage in any 
political protests in Hong Kong?  
Teacher B: In respect to the participation into the political protest, I think it is quite 
sensitive. This is because even I want to join a protest, it does not mean that I need to 
bring the students to join together. Once an activity involves student’s participation, 
school have to concern about how to protect them in the activity. Moreover, I think 
students at their age are able to decide whether they should participate into the protest 
or not. It is not necessary that they have to be led by the teachers in joining these 
activities. 
 
Interviewer: regarding to the feeling of student’s learning, do you think studying 
Liberal Studies can influence student’s social and political awareness as well as 
participation? 
Teacher B: Back to the definition of political participation, if the process of realization 
can also be viewed as a part of participation, I think Liberal Studies is able to influence 
student’s social and political awareness as well as their participation. This is because 
enhancing student’s social and political awareness has long been an objective in Liberal 
Studies curriculum and I agree this subject is able to achieve in this goal. However, 
apart from the realization, other aspects such as in the emotion and behavior, I do not 
think that Liberal Studies is really encouraging the students to participate into the social 
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movements. One obvious change among the students is they can know more about their 
society through the learning of Liberal Studies. 
Interviewer: do you think studying Liberal Studies can influence student’s political 
stance?  
Teacher B: In fact, I think we should not only focus on Liberal Studies, every subjects 
are actually possible in affecting student’s political stances. In my opinion, the political 
stance of a person is developed by his/her family background, school culture, daily life 
experiences and so on. Thus, I can say that there is a basket factors that would influence 
the political stance of a student and it is unreasonable to assert that Liberal Studies is 
the only one. For example, despite we have the same curriculum and even the same 
teachers, there are still diversified political stances among the students in a class. 
Therefore, we cannot say that Liberal Studies and teachers are the main factors in 
affecting student’s political stance. One more thing I want to emphasize is that 
nowadays some social media such as Facebook and on-line forums are much more 
influential than the school teachers in affecting student’s political stance. This is 
because if the school teachers are really influential enough, teaching would not be seen 
as a hard work like now.   
 
Interviewer: do you think the teaching materials of Liberal Studies such as the 
textbooks and the Internet sources are politically neutral enough to students in building 
up their political stance? Regarding to the political neutrality in contents, are the Liberal 
Studies textbooks same as the Internet sources? 
Teacher B: From my experience, I think most of the publishers try their best to maintain 
the political neutrality of their textbooks. For example, in talking about a particular 
issue, they can always provide a full analysis with different perspectives to the students. 
Compare with the textbooks, I think the Internet sources are relatively not neutral 
enough. This is because some sources of information such as House News actually hold 
a particular stance which may not provide you an objective analysis. Without an 
examination, it is difficult to maintain the political neutrality of the Internet sources.                  
 
Interviewer: last question, do you think the DSE Liberal Studies papers as well as the 
suggested marking scheme published by the HKEAA are politically neutral enough? Is 
the setting of questions appropriate to allow students to decide their political stance 
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freely? 
Teacher B: First of all, I think the question paper published by the HKEAA does not 
aim at testing student’s political stance but is to assess student’s knowledge, 
organization as well as the presentation skills. How student present their ideas in the 
answers with sufficient evidences is the main point of testing.  
Interviewer: does it mean the setting of the questions in the DSE exam is appropriate 
to allow students to decide their political stance freely? Is there any misunderstanding 
that students hold a particular stance in answering a political question will bring them 
a higher mark? 
Teacher B: No! It actually depends on the student’s knowledge base as well as the 
questions themselves. Just like in a debate, if the students found that there are more 
points to present if they hold the positive stance, no matter what stance they want to 
hold towards the issue in reality, students will chose to represent the positive side for 
gaining a better result in the competition. Similar to this case, when the students found 
that there are more points to present in answering the questions if they hold a particular 
stance during the exam, they will be very pleasure in choosing this stance to answer in 
order to get a higher mark. Thus, I don’t think there are any restrictions in the DSE 
exam in limiting students to freely present their political stance.      
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Appendix 24: Transcription of the interview with Teacher C  
 
This appendix presents the transcription of the interview with Teacher C in English 
 
Date: 16-4-2015 
Time: 12:00p.m. 
Venue: School Staff room B 
Participant: Teacher C and interviewer 
 
Interviewer: How many years you have taught in Liberal Studies? 
Teacher C: 7 years 
 
Interviewer: in your teaching, is it common to involve political issues in the Liberal 
Studies lesson? 
Teacher C: I think it is not common because we only teach the political issues in a part 
of the curriculum.  
 
Interviewer: how do you balance the teaching of different modules suggested in the 
curriculum guide? Have you encounter any difficulty during the process? 
Teacher C: Actually, there is a suggested lesson time spent on each module’s teaching 
in the curriculum guide. However, if you just follow this schedule, you may find that it 
will be very difficult to complete all the missions suggested in the document. Therefore, 
we spend more time on teaching the modules of Hong Kong Today and Modern China. 
These two modules we totally spend over a year to teach. In view of this, other modules 
are needed to cut their lesson time for balancing our school teaching schedule in Liberal 
Studies. For example, we spend the least lesson time on teaching Energy Technology 
and Environment and the Personal Development and Interpersonal Relationship while 
to the modules of Globalization and Public Health, since they are relatively new to 
students, we spend around half a semester each on teaching.  
Interviewer: that means the teaching mainly concentrate on the issues of Hong Kong 
and Mainland China.  
Teacher C: Yes. This is because the questions in the DSE exam mainly focus on these 
two modules while the questions of other modules are also related to Hong Kong or 
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China on the paper. Thus, we spend the most time on teaching students Hong Kong 
Today and Modern China. 
 
Interviewer: how can you describe the relation between the politics and Liberal Studies? 
Teacher C: Regarding to the relation, I think Liberal Studies can increase student’s 
understanding and interest towards the politics. Nevertheless, we cannot say Liberal 
Studies is equal to political studies as there are various learning areas in the LS while 
politics is just a part of it. We discuss politics in Liberal Studies because it is very 
controversial in society which draw many people’s attentions.  
 
Interviewer: as you mentioned, it is inevitable in discussing political issues in Liberal 
Studies, I would like to ask how can you ensure the neutrality when you teach the 
political or relating issues in Liberal Studies lesson? 
Teacher C: By the way, it is very difficult to maintain your neutrality in teaching 
because from selecting what news articles shown to what information provided in the 
lessons, all these activities actually involve your own value judgment. You cannot 
ignore your own stance in preparing the teaching materials. However, one thing you 
still can do is to try to encourage your students to change another angle in looking at 
the issue when you found that he/she is holding a particular stance. Thus, I think it is 
not important to concern the political stances of the students but is to care about whether 
they can receive a full picture of the issue during the lessons and then they can make a 
judgment based on their clear understanding towards the incident. We focus on the 
students themselves in presenting their ideas rather than the teacher’s sharing. 
 
Interviewer: did you arrange any activities outsides school for enhancing student’s 
social and political participation under the curriculum requirement of Liberal Studies?         
Teacher C: of course yes. For example, we brought students to visit the Legislative 
Council and talked with the council members, cooperated with some non-government 
organizations to offer some commentary trainings for the students, invited some social 
guests to give students talks which were about social politics and so on.    
 
Interviewer: did you bring your students to engage in any political protests in Hong 
Kong for learning under Liberal Studies? 
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Teacher C: No. we didn’t because student’s safety has long been the main concern to 
us. As a school, we cannot organize the students to participate into the political protests.   
 
Interviewer: Now I would like to know your feeling towards student’s studying of 
Liberal Studies. Do you think studying Liberal Studies can influence student’s social 
and political awareness as well as participation?  
Teacher C: By the way, I agree that Liberal Studies can influence student’s social and 
political awareness. For example, I found that some students really become more aware 
on social issues after the 3 years study of Liberal Studies. Also, these students would 
like to choose studying Social Science in university after graduating from the secondary 
school and organized some activities regularly to encourage people’s participation in 
various political forums and demonstrations.  
Interviewer: Can I say all these change in student’s behaviors are actually attributed to 
the inspiration of Liberal Studies?  
Teacher C: Yes, I agree. Despite not all students had these changes through the study 
in Liberal Studies, many students, at least compare with my time in secondary school, 
become more aware on what happens in our society even they do not take any practical 
actions in joining into various protests in Hong Kong. 
 
Interviewer: do you think studying Liberal Studies can influence student’s political 
stance?    
Teacher C: I do not think that Liberal Studies can really affect student’s political stance. 
This is because I think the most important factor in shaping student’s political stance is 
the family education rather than impact from school. For example, I know that some 
student’s parents are the members of political parties in Hong Kong so I can observe 
that the students have already held a particular stance in politics towards different social 
issues which is not easy to be changed. While to some students who did not have any 
political stance before would gradually develop their judgments through realizing more 
social issues in Liberal Studies lessons.      
 
Interviewer: In respect to the teaching materials, do you think the teaching materials 
of Liberal Studies such as the textbooks and the Internet sources are politically neutral 
enough to students in building up their political stance? Regarding to the political 
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neutrality in contents, are the Liberal Studies textbooks same as the Internet sources? 
Teacher C: I think textbooks are much more neutral in politics because they are able to 
provide multiple perspectives for the students to analyze the particular issue. While to 
the Internet sources, I think they always have a particular stance based on the political 
background of the sources and the authors.  
Interviewer: How can you select these Internet sources for teaching the students? 
Teacher C: I think the main direction is to ensure the diversity in the sources of 
information. For example, regarding to the same issue, I always select different 
commentaries from various politics groups in order to give students a full picture in 
realizing the teaching issue. 
 
Interviewer: Last question, do you think the DSE Liberal Studies papers as well as the 
suggested marking scheme published by the HKEAA are politically neutral enough? Is 
the setting of questions appropriate to allow students to decide their political stance 
freely? 
Teacher C: According to the HKEAA, it is claimed that the questions as well as the 
marking scheme are politically neutral enough for the students to decide their stances 
in the answers. However, I think in selecting data and information for designing 
questions is difficult to maintain the absolute neutrality because each part of 
information can represent a certain stance in politics.  
Interviewer: do you think there are enough spaces for the students to choose their 
political stances in the answers freely? 
Teacher C: Yes but obviously I think the space of answering in certain stance would be 
relatively larger. In view of this, I found that some students may choose a stance which 
is different from their personal judgments in the exam for getting a higher mark.     
Interviewer: is the case common in your teaching? 
Teacher C: Actually, I think it is quite common because they are all the band 1 students 
and getting high marks in the exams is the major aim of them. Thus, most of them are 
pleasure to write the answers which can satisfy the requirements of the HKEAA, even 
they may disagree with the answers in their minds.  
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Appendix 25: Transcription of the interview with Student A  
 
This appendix presents the transcription of the interview with Student A in English 
 
Date: 25-3-2015 
Time: 4:00p.m. 
Venue: School playground 
Participant: Student A and interviewer 
 
Interviewer: how many years have you studied in Liberal Studies? 
Student A: Over a half year.         
 
Interviewer: in your learning, is it common to discuss political issues in Liberal Studies 
lessons? 
Student A: I think should be yes. This is because most of the current affairs such as the 
Occupy Central Movement and other social issues are commonly mentioned and 
discussed during the Liberal Studies lessons.  
 
Interviewer: how do you feel when you have to learn some political issues during 
Liberal Studies lesson? 
Student A: I feel quite interesting in learning these issues as most of them are closed 
to my daily life and I expected that all these issues will influence my future. 
Interviewer: does it mean you are interested on learning political issues through 
Liberal Studies? 
Student A: Yes 
 
Interviewer: when teachers teach political issues, do you think they can maintain their 
political neutrality and at the same time provide an open environment as well as the 
atmosphere for you to express your own view? 
Student A: I think teachers cannot maintain their neutrality in teaching because 
everyone should have their own stances towards different issues. It is inevitable to add 
some personal opinions during the teachings. However, I agree that the teachers can 
provide diversified information for me to understand more on the issue and give me 
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enough space and time in sharping as well as discussing different views during the 
lessons. 
 
Interviewer: do you think the study of Liberal Studies can influence your social and 
political awareness as well as encouraging participation? 
Student A: Yes, Without Liberal Studies, I think we may not have the opportunity in 
touching political issues under secondary education. Also, because of Liberal Studies, 
I can develop my personal stance and judgment towards the politics which actually 
encourage my social participation. 
Interviewer: what do you mean by the social participation? 
Student A: The participation includes some demonstrations but not the great mass 
movement in society like the Occupy Central Movement. 
 
Interviewer: did you join any political protests in Hong Kong because of the study in 
Liberal Studies? 
Student A: No. This is because although I am learning in Liberal Studies, I cannot say 
that I have already been very familiar in Hong Kong politics. It is unreasonable to join 
the political protests based on insufficient realization on the issue. Unless you can 
participate into the politics, otherwise you cannot get the whole picture of problem.  
Interviewer: do you think the study of Liberal Studies can directly influence your 
political stance? 
Student A: I don’t think so. This is because Liberal Studies only highlights the 
problems of the politics but not forces the students to choose a certain stance on the 
related issue. We actually based on what we learnt from the lessons with our personal 
value to develop our stance and judgment towards the issues. 
 
Interviewer: how can you describe the relation between the politics and Liberal Studies? 
Student A: I can say the politics is a part of Liberal Studies curriculum. Meanwhile, 
the politics can affect Liberal Studies because some contents of this subject is actually 
based on the politics of Hong Kong.  
Interviewer: that means you agree that the contents of Liberal Studies involve the 
politics while the development of politics would shape the curriculum of Liberal 
Studies. 
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Student A: Yes. 
Interviewer: do you think the teaching materials of Liberal Studies such as the 
textbooks and the Internet sources (Including news, blogs, press commentary and etc.) 
are politically neutral enough to you in building your political stance? Regarding the 
political neutrality in contents, are the Liberal Studies textbooks same as the Internet 
sources? 
Student A: I think some textbooks and the Internet sources cannot maintain their 
political neutrality. We have to clearly identify the issues on our own before we make 
any judgment. Regarding to the political neutrality, I think textbooks are similar to the 
Internet sources because both of them are published by humans and they always have 
their own political stances. 
 
Interviewer: if you read the DSE question papers before, do you think the DSE Liberal 
Studies papers as well as the suggested marking scheme published by the HKEAA are 
politically neutral enough? Is the setting of questions appropriate to you in freely 
deciding your political stance?   
Student A: I don’t think the papers are politically neutral enough because I found that 
most of the questions actually restrict your freedom in choosing your own stance in the 
answer. For example, there may be less points to present when you choose a particular 
stance in the answer. 
Interviewer: Can you give me some examples? 
Student A: I remember that it was mentioned in a tutorial lesson but I forgot example.  
 
Interviewer: did you intentionally hold on a particular political stance when answering 
some political issues questions in order to get a comparatively high mark in a test or 
exam?  
Student A: Yes. For example, in respect to the building of a nuclear plant in Hong Kong, 
I think it would be much easier for the students to write the disagreement than that of 
agreement in the answer as there are relatively more points and evidences supporting 
the disagreement.  
Interviewer: does it mean you would base on your realization towards a certain stance 
in the answer but is not necessary to follow your own stance in reality when you present 
your opinions on the paper? 
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Student A: Yes.    
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Appendix 26: Transcription of the interview with Student B  
 
This appendix presents the transcription of the interview with Student B in English 
 
Date: 26-3-2015 
Time: 4:00p.m. 
Venue: School playground 
Participant: Student B and interviewer 
 
Interviewer: how many years have you studied in Liberal Studies? 
Student B：I have studied Liberal Studies around a half year. When I was in junior 
form, I did not touch this subject. 
 
Interviewer: Is it common to discuss political issues in Liberal Studies lessons? 
Student B: I think during the Liberal Studies lessons, we always discuss political issues 
while the remaining time is mainly reserved for teaching some key concepts under the 
LS curriculum.  
 
Interviewer: how do you feel when you have to learn some political issues during 
Liberal Studies lesson? 
Student B: At the very beginning, I thought the political issues are irrelevant to me. 
However, when I realize more on these issues through Liberal Studies, I become more 
aware on the current affairs and tried to be one of the stakeholders to analyze the issues.  
 
Interviewer: when teachers teach political issues, do you think they can maintain their 
political neutrality and at the same time provide an open environment as well as the 
atmosphere for you to express your own view? 
Student B: I think the teachers can achieve. For example, the teachers always ask 
students questions and all these questions are not only related to a certain aspect. They 
encourage us to think in multiple perspectives. 
 
Interviewer: do you think the study of Liberal Studies can influence your social and 
political awareness as well as encouraging participation? 
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Student B: Yes. Before studying Liberal Studies, I did not concern any current affairs 
and might not know much about many political issues. Nevertheless, after touching 
Liberal Studies in the senior secondary education, I become more aware on the current 
affairs and know more about my society. 
 
Interviewer: did you join any political protests in Hong Kong because of the study in 
Liberal Studies?  
Student B: No, I didn’t. This is because although Liberal Studies let me realize more 
on the politics in Hong Kong, there were no any intense argument during the lessons. 
Thus, there is no any motivation to us to join into political protests. 
Interviewer: does it mean that Liberal Studies does not let you actively participate 
more into various political activities such as some forums and demonstrations? 
Student B: No.    
 
Interviewer: do you think that the study of Liberal Studies can directly influence your 
political stance?    
Student B: I don’t think so. It is because the discussions in Liberal Studies lessons are 
mainly led by students themselves and the information as well as opinions shared by 
the teachers and classmates are only the reference for each student. Thus, my political 
stance is not influenced by this subject. 
 
Interviewer: I would like to know that how can you describe the relation between the 
politics and Liberal Studies? 
Student B: I think Liberal Studies is derived by the politics since there are many 
discussions and arguments in the politics and Liberal Studies actually provides a space 
for the students to realize and discuss the politics.  
Interviewer: do you mean politics is part of Liberal Studies and this subject actually 
increase your understanding towards the politics? 
Student B: Yes. 
 
Interviewer: Apart from your learning, do you think the teaching materials of Liberal 
Studies such as the textbooks and the Internet sources such as news, blogs, press 
commentary and etc. are politically neutral enough to you in building your political 
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stance? Regarding the political neutrality in contents, are the Liberal Studies textbooks 
same as the Internet sources? 
Student B: I think both textbooks and the Internet sources can provide different 
opinions from stakeholders of an issue which can let us make judgment based on our 
own values and analysis.  
Interviewer: do you think the political stance of the textbooks are the same as the 
Internet sources?   
Student B: I think they are the same because both of them can provide the opinions 
from different stakeholders of an issue.  
 
Interviewer: If you read the DSE papers before, do you think the DSE Liberal Studies 
papers as well as the suggested marking scheme published by the HKEAA are 
politically neutral enough? Is the setting of questions appropriate to you in freely 
deciding your political stance? 
Student B: I think they are politically neutral enough and the setting is appropriate to 
us in deciding my political stance freely in the answer. This is because the questions 
actually allow us to answer “agree” or “disagree” and then we can provide our reasons 
and evidence to support our stances. There are no any restrictions to us in choosing your 
stances. 
 
Interviewer: did you intentionally hold on a particular political stance when answering 
some political issues questions in order to get a comparatively high mark in a test or 
exam? 
Student B: No, I didn’t. I only answer the questions based on my personal stance in 
reality because if the answer is organized and convincing enough, no matter which 
stance you hold in the answer, you can still be able to get a high marks in the exam.    
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Appendix 27: Transcription of the interview with student C  
 
This appendix presents the transcription of the interview with Student C in English 
 
Date: 27-3-2015 
Time: 4:00p.m. 
Venue: School playground 
Participant: Student C and interviewer 
 
Interviewer: how many years have you studied in Liberal Studies? 
Student C: Nearly one year. 
 
Interviewer: is it common to discuss political issues in Liberal Studies lessons? 
Student C: I think the discussions of the political issues during the Liberal Studies 
lessons are not so many. However, within the period of Occupy Central Movement, we 
relatively discussed more on the politics and justice at that time.  
Interviewer: Does it mean that the frequency of discussing the politics during the 
Liberal Studies lessons is actually depended on the political environment of Hong Kong 
society?  
Student C: Yes. 
 
Interviewer: how do you feel when you have to learn some political issues during 
Liberal Studies lesson? 
Student C: I think it is a part of learning but I actually do not have any interest on the 
politics.  
Interviewer: Does it mean you do not want to realize more on the politics? 
Student C: No. 
 
Interviewer: when teachers teach political issues, do you think they can maintain their 
political neutrality and at the same time provide an open environment as well as the 
atmosphere for you to express your own view? 
Student C: I think the teachers always try their best to maintain their neutrality when 
they teach the political issues but sometimes students can identify the teacher’s stances 
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of politics from what they said during the lessons. Also, I think the environment is quite 
opened because we can directly voice out our opinions in the lessons.  
Interviewer: Do you mean the classroom environment is free for students to present 
their opinions in the lessons? 
Student C: Yes. 
 
Interviewer: do you think the study of Liberal Studies can influence your social and 
political awareness as well as encouraging participation?  
Student C: I think Liberal Studies can influence student’s social and political 
awareness but it may not be able to affect the participation.  
Interviewer: Why? 
Student C: This is because you can realize more on society as well as the politics 
thorough Liberal Studies. Thus, the social awareness of the students can be enhanced. 
However, I think the main factor in affecting the student’s participation is about the 
political interest of student’s themselves rather than the study of Liberal Studies.  
 
Interviewer: did you join any political protests in Hong Kong because of the study in 
Liberal Studies?  
Student C: No, I didn’t as I am not interested on the politics. 
Interviewer: do you mean you are not interested in politics and have never participated 
into any political protest before? 
Student C: Yes 
 
Interviewer: do you think the study of Liberal Studies can directly influence your 
political stance?  
Student C: No. Since I am not interested in the politics and I think you have a political 
stance because you know much towards the issue initially. Thus, I don’t think Liberal 
Studies can influence student’s political stances.  
 
Interviewer: how can you describe the relation between the politics and Liberal Studies? 
Student C: It is quite difficult to answer. I think politics is a part of Liberal Studies 
curriculum but the contents of Liberal Studies would change due to the change of Hong 
Kong’s politics.  
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Interviewer: do you think the teaching materials of Liberal Studies such as the 
textbooks and the Internet sources such as news, blogs, press commentary and etc. are 
politically neutral enough to you in building your political stance? Regarding the 
political neutrality in contents, are the Liberal Studies textbooks same as the Internet 
sources? 
Student C: By the way, the information provided from the Liberal Studies textbooks 
actually come from various Internet sources such as some news and pictures. I think 
the textbooks can always provide different perspectives regarding to the issues while 
the news articles such as AM 730 newspaper and other Internet sources always have 
their own political stances in talking about a particular issue.  
 
Interviewer: if you read the DSE paper, do you think the DSE Liberal Studies papers 
as well as the suggested marking scheme published by the HKEAA are politically 
neutral enough? Is the setting of questions appropriate to you in freely deciding your 
political stance?   
Student C: I found that the publisher of the DSE papers are actually trying the best in 
avoiding the questions become too political. For example in 2014 DSE, one picture in 
the Liberal Studies questions book was adjusted for maintaining the neutrality of 
politics. Thus, I think the papers are politically neutral enough in the DSE. In respect 
to the setting of the question, I think it is so free for the students to choose a stance in 
the answer. Nevertheless, students may worry about their stances may not be the same 
as the markers so at a certain extent, this worry actually forces the students to write 
their answers at a more neutral stance.  
 
Interviewer: did you intentionally hold on a particular political stance when answering 
some political issues questions in order to get a comparatively high mark in a test or 
exam?  
Student C: Until to this moment, I haven’t done any political questions in Liberal 
Studies but I think I will maintain my neutrality in answering the questions for avoiding 
the existence of political conflicts with the markers.  
